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Tuirty-Sixth Coneress, Ist Session. 








the House and Senate for the Congressional Globe, for re- | 


porting the proceedings of the House and Senate for the 
first session of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, $800 each, $7,200. 
Ninth amendment: 
‘To supply deficiencies in the appropriations for payment 
of the Jate Indian agents in Utah, (Hurt, Armstrong, Rose, 
and Bedell,) upon settlement of their accounts, $53,007 35. 


The following amendment was non-concurred 
in: 
Eighth amendment: 

To pay George D. Durham for twenty-two months’ ser- 
vice as clerk in the office of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, the sum of $2,566 52. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence in the fourth amendment 
of the Senate, as follows: 

Add at the end of line seven, page 1, as follows: 

To enable the Secretary of the Senate to comply with 
the Senate’s resolution of the 20th of March, 1860, in rela- 
tion to mileage to be paid to Mrs. E. A. Linn, widow of the 
jate Senator Lewis F. Linn, $2,672. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. This amendment 
is designed to enable the Secretary of the Senate 
to comply with a resolution of the Senate to pay 
to the widow of a Senator the amount of mileage 
due a Senator when he went out of office, and 
which was not drawn by the Senator to whom it 
was due. Every one who knew Dr. Linn, will 
bear testimony that, while he was a statesman 
devoted to the public interest, he was a man care- 
less of his own personal affairs. Upon an exam- 
ination, it was found that this amount of mileage 
was due him at the time of his death, and his 
widow has applied for it. It is right that it should 
be paid, and I am astonished that the Committee 


of Ways and Means should recommend that it 


should be stricken out of the bill. Dr. Linn was 
from my own State, and he was not only an honor 
to the State of Missouri, but to the Senate of the 
United States, of which he was a member. He 
was devoted to the public service, and it is but 
just that his widow should be paid the amount 
which was due her husband. I hope this amend- 
ment will be adopted, and that this widow shall 
be allowed the mileage to which her husband was 
entitled. . 

Mr. CRAWFORD. It is fifteen or twenty 
years since this money is said to have been due, 
and I ask if it is proper, after that length of time, 
to ask us to pay it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The record shows, so far 
as I have been able to ascertain, that Dr. Linn 
drew all the mileage which was due him. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. This matter was 
referred to a committee of the Senate, of which 
bedy Dr. Linn was a member. That committee 
investigated the claim, and reported that this 
amount of mileage was due him. I have not ex- 
amined the records for twenty years, but if the 
amount has been due for twenty years, so much 
the more justice is there in its being allowed by 
the Senate. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I did not admit that it 
was due. Unless the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means is allowed to reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Missouri, I must 
object to debate. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I was only an- 
swering the gentleman from Georgia. He debated 
the matter, and I was only saying that, admitting 
it was an old account of twenty years’ standing, 
as stated by the gentleman from Georgia, it was 
the more needful that the sum due should be al- 
lowed to the widow. A committee of the Senate, 
specially raised to examine this claim, reported 
that this amount was due to the deceased hus- 
band of Mrs. Linn. He was, as I said, an honest 
man, never cleiming more than was his due, and 
often not taking what was offered him. Careless 
of his private interests, he was honest, vigilant, 
and patriotic in all matters pertaining to the pub- 
lic service. He was an honor to his own State 
as well as to the Senate of the United States. His 
widow is in needy circumstances, and she ought 
to lave what was justly due her husband. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I understand that 


the Senate investigated this matter through one 
of its committees, and also, that this amendment 
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I also under- 
stand objection is made that this claim grows out 
of constructive mileage which was claimed by 
nineteen twentieths of the Senators of the United 
States, but was refused by Dr. Linn. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman is mis- 


| passed the Senate unanimously. 
| 
taken about that. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. 


formation. At any rate I can say this: that, un- 
less [am misinformed, the Senate first investi- 
gated the matter by a committee, and then passed 
the claim unanimously; that Dr. Linn, who has 
been dead ten or twelve years, did not receive this 
mileage; that his widow is now poor and needy, 
and if it was due her husband, it ought to be paid. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I did not know Dr. Linn, 
except by reputation; but I understand that he 
was a gentleman of pure character. As to his 
lady, [ have had the pleasure of knowing her; 
and if I should vote to any person an appropyi- 
ation which was not due him or her by law, I 
would do it for her. But the records of Congress 
show distinctly and clearly that this money is not 
due to Dr. Linn. I have in my hand the record 
which shows the various sums which he received 
while he was a member of the Senate, both for 
compensation and mileage, and the record covers 
the whole time of his service. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois 
man will perceive that there is no reference to 
the particular session for which this mileage is 
claimed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman is mistaken. 
TM gentleman has taken a resolution which a 


the session, authorizing the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate to pay out of the contingent fund of the Senate, 
to Mrs. E. A. Linn, widow of Hon. Lewis F. 
Linn, late a Senator of the United States for the 
State of Missouri, the ameunt due for mileage 
at the special sessions of 1837 and 1841, not’ re 

ceived by the deceased. 

This amendment is for the purpose of enabling 
the Secretary of the Senate to pay the sum of 
money for mileage. The sessions are expressly 
referred to; and if this claim is allowed at all, it 
must be for constructive mileage, which is ac- 
knowledged, on all hands, to be illegal. Mr. 
Whittlesey, while Comptroller, refused to allow 
for constructive mileage, and since that time no 
constructive mileage has been allowed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Other Sen- 
ators received constructive mileage at these same 
sessions, but it was not taken by Dr. Linn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot see, on examina- 
tion of the mileage accounts, that any Senator 
took constructive mileage, except the new Sena- 
tors. My friend can see that, if he will look at 
the accounts. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 











There was a res- 


olution of the Senate authorizing the payment of 


this mileage. Does that resolution specify for 
what session it was? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It does. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
read? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the Clerk to read the 
resolution, which I send up. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


* Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to pay, out of the contingent fund of the Senate, Mrs. E. A. 


Will you have it 


Linn, widow of Hon. Lewis F. Linn, late a senator of 
: ’ 


the United States from the State of Missouri, the amount 
for mileage at the special sessions of 1837 and 1841, not 
received by the deceased.”’ 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask the chairman 


of the Committee of Ways and “Means, if that 


resolution was not reported by the committee 
raised a year ago by the Senate of the United 
States on this subject? 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
last session. 


Dr. Linn. 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask the House 


whether, in acting on the claim of this distin- 


guished man, they will go behind a repurt made 


year ago passed the Senate on the closing day of 


It was passed by the Sen- 
ate in March, 1859, at the closing period of the 
If the gentleman will refer to the 
law, he will find that there was no mileage due to 
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|| by the Senate of the United States, after an inves- 


That is my in- | 


The gentle- | 








| after, the regular session. 








tigation of the claim? Will the House, under all 
the circumstances, feel themselves authorized to 
vo behind that action of the Senate, in order to 
de prive this lady of her poor pittance ? 

Mr.SHERMAN, Ido not like to stand in the 
position of opposing the payment of this small 
sum of money to this lady; but at the same time 
I must say that if this claim be allowed, similar 
claims will be made for other Senators. 

Mr. BOCOCK. | desire to know, from the gen- 


| tleman from Ohio, whether this claim is founded 
| on such a state of facts as these: Dr. Linn was 
| here on the 4th of March. 


An extra session was 
called on the Sth of March. Without going home, 
he attended on the 5th of March; and his widow 
now claims mileage for his being here on the 5th 
of March, while there was really no traveling 
done. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not know whether the 
extra session was immediately after, or shortly 
There were special 
sessions in 1837 and 1841. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The special session of 1841 


/ commenced in the month of May; the regular 
1 . . 
session terminated on the 4th of 


arch. If this 
mileage is claimed for the session that commenced 
in May, it is very proper; and that is why I 
wanted to know whether the claim is for attend- 
ance at the session in May. If so, it is a proper 
claim; but if it is for attendance at an extra ses- 
sion immediately after the expiration of the reg- 
ular session, itis not a proper claim, and I would 
not vote for it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot say at what par- 
ticular session it was; but I find, on reference to 
the documents, that Mr. Linn drew the same 
amount for mileage as Mr. Benton, the other 
Senator from the State of Missouri, did. He was 
paid $2,400—precisely the same sum. 

Mr. BRANCH. as that for the session that 
comimenced in May? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose so. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. - No, not for the 
May session. 

Mr.MAYNARD. Mr. Speaker, does the legal- 
ity of Mrs. Linn’s claim come up for discussion 
in this bill? Is not this a matter which the Sen- 
ate has passed upon, and which the House has 
no right to consider? I ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether this is 
not a matter which the Senate themselves, in aud- 
iting the pay and mileage of their own members, 
have power to decide? And having decided it, is 
anything left to be done but to make the neces- 
sary appropriation to cover the sum ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is the first time I ever 
heard a member suggest thatthe Senate has power 
to change the provisions of the compensation law, 
for that would be the effect of it. If the Senate 
have a right, by passing a resolution, to say that 
Senators shall receive extra mileage, then this 
House may assume the same power, and vote its 
members extra pay. Neither House can pass, 
without the sanction of the other, a law or reso- 
lution to draw money from the Treasury, or create 
any legal obligation on the Government. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Of course, the Senate can 
neither change existing laws nor make appro- 
priations; but itis the province of each House, 
under the law, to audit the accounts of its own 
members for pay and mileage. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, called for the yeas 
and nays on coneurring in the Senate amend- 
ment. . 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


STEAMBOAT PASSENGER BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated that the business next 
in order was the special order, being House bill 
No. 114, further to provide for the safety of pas- 
sengers on vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I think the House 
is in no humor to proceed to-day with that busi- 
ness, 
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man from Ohio {Mr. Ss has made an 
appeal to me to pass over this bill till to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish the House to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As the gen- 
tleman from Ohio desires to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, I move to 


postpone the further consideration of the steam- | 


boat bill till to-morrow. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the ; 


Union, with a view of taking up the consular and 
diplomatic bill. 

Pending that motion, however, I move to close 
all debate on the bill within five minutes after the 
committee shall have entered upon its considera- 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
House do now adjourn. 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 


The question was taken on the motion to clos® 


debate on the consular and diplomatic bill, and 
it was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Umon, (Mr. Joun Cocnrane in 
the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of 
the Senate amendments to bill H. R. No. 4, mak- 
ing appropriations for the consular and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1861. 


Strike out the words “secretary of Jegation to China, 
ncting as,” and insert the words * to the legation to China ;”’ 
so that the clause will read: 


For salary of the interpreter to the legation to China, 
$5,000, 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to submit some 
views to the House on this amendment. The 
question is, whether we shall concur in the Sen- 


ate amendment, or in the recommendation of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means to non-concur | 
The amendment is actually necessary, || 


therein. 
to provide the Commissioner to China with an 
interpreter as well as witha secretary of legation. 


i suppose that the chairman of the Committee of | 


Ways and Means is under the impression that 


this creates a new office. Am I right in that sup- 
position ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. [It will provide an appro- 
priation for an office already contemplated by 
law, but not now in existence. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, further, if the 
law of 1856 does not authorize the appointment 
of an interpreter and the appointment of a secre- 
lary ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Tunderstand the law to au- 


thorize the appointment of both; and, in case both 


are appointed, to fix the salary of the interpreter | 


at $5,000, and of the secretary at $3,000; but 
where the secretary performs the duty of inter- 
preter, his salary 1s to be $5,000. If we make the 


appropriation for both, both will be, as a matter | 


of cours¢, appointed, and paid the salaries pro- 
vided by law. They have got along, so far, with 
the secretary discharging the duties of inter- 
preter, and | think they can continue to get along 
very well in that way. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. It is true that heretofore 
the Chinese legation has not had both a secretary 
and an interpreter; but Mr. Ward, the present 
commissioner to China, has an interpreter as well 
as a secretary; and if we do not make the appro- 
priation for bin at this session, we will have to 
do so at the next. If the secretary is capable of 
acting as the interpreter, then, asa matter of course, 
he is allowed by the commissioner so to act, and 
getacertain salary. But Mr. Ward has a sec- 
retary who cannotact asinterpreter. He is neces- 
sarily called upon, therefore, to employ an inter- 


preter under the law of 1856; and, being under | 


‘THE CON 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- | such necessity, it devolves on Congress to pro- 
| vide payment for him. 
| Under the act of 1856, thefe is a provision that || 


I move that the 











the compensation of the secretary of legation to 


China, acting as interpreter, shall be $5,000; and | 


if he does not act as interpreter, then he is entitled 
to $3,000. As the 


does not understan 


of Con- 
gress, as this is an office authorized by law, to 
provide payment therefor. Whether you do so 
now, or at a future time, will not affect the em- 
ployment of an interpreter, because the present 
secretary of Mr. Ward cannot act as interpreter 
for the legation, and the commissioner is com- 
pelled to have an interpreter as well as a secretary. 

The Senate amendment provides merely for the 
payment of an interpreter. Itis not creating a 
new office; it is not making a new appointment. 
The interpreter is already appointed under the 
law. How would it be possible for the commis- 
missioner to get along without an interpreter? He 
is obliged to employ some one else other than the 
secretary as interpreter; and whether we give him 
the means or not, at this session of Congress, to 
pay the interpreter’s salary, it must be provided 
fér at some time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I simply wish to inform 
the committee of the precise condition of the ques- 
tion. We have now a secretary of legation, act- 
ing a8 interpreter, and entitled, under the law, to 
a salary of $5,000. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Dol understand the gen- 
tleman to say that the secretary is acting as inter- 

preter? 
’ Mr.SHERMAN. Heis appointed with power 


to act as interpreter. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Yes; but he cannot do it. | 


Mr.SHERMAN. I have no doubt that, under 


| the operation of the law, if we appropriate $5000 
| for the secretary, he will employ an interpreter at | 


a ae ‘| a salary of one to two thousand dollars. The 
lhe first question was on concurring in the first || 


and second amendments of the Senate, as follows: | 


secretary’s salary is very large. If we employ 
an interpreter, his salary is $5,000, and that of the 
secretary $3,000; so that we would be obliged to 


|| appropriate $8,000 for the secretary and inter- 
_ preter, while at present we merely appoint a sec- 


retary, and require him to have an interpreter. 


| This is, therefore, substantially a proposition to 


increase the number of officers, by having in this 


-Chinese legation two officers instead of -one, and 


increase the appropriation from $5,000 to $8,000. 
The Committee of Ways and Means thought that 
$5,000 was quite sufficient for this service, and that 
the secretary might readily find a Chinaman to 
act as interpreter, and pay him out of his salary 
of $5,000, the largest salary given to any secretary 
of legation. 

The question was taken on the first and second 
amendments of the Senate; and they were con- 
curred in. 

Third amendment: 


After the word “ Japan,”’ add the words “from the Ist 
day of January, 1860, to the Ist day of July in the same 
year, $1,250; and for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of 
June, 1861;°? so that the clause will read: 

For compensation to the interpreter to the mission to 
Japan, from the Ist day of January, 1860, to the Ist day of 
July in the same year, $1,250; and for the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th day of June, 1861, $2,500. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senate amendment is 
unnecessary, as we have already provided for this 
deficiency in the deficiency bill. I hope, there- 
fore, that the Senate amendment will be non-con- 
curred in. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fourth amendment: 


In line forty-three, insert, after the word “ hundred,” the 


| words “ and twenty-five ;”? so that the clause will read: 


For the relief and protection of American seamen in for- 


| eign countries, $225,009, 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I move to amend that 


/amendment by striking out “two hundred and 
| twenty-five,’’ and inserting ‘‘one hundred and 


fifty’’ in lieu thereof. 

ir. PHELPS. That is not in order: You 
cannot strike out the “two hundred,” as the 
House inserted it in the original bill. 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair holds that the 


| amendment is not in order. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Then, if the Chair rules 
that amendment out of order, I move to add this 


proviso: 


Provided, That not more than $150,000 shall be used dur- 


ing the next fiscal year. 
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years and that has already passed and become 


resent secretary of legation |, 
the Chinese language, and |) 
as the commissioner is entitled both to a secre- || 


tary and an interpreter, it is the dut sick and disabled seamen. 














May 17, 


eet 
My reason for offering the amendment is this: 
| there was originally appropriated $75,000 in the 


deficiency bill, to be used during the current fiscal] 
aw. Therefore, the fifth amendment, which fol. 
lows this, will be unnecessary. My purpose a 
to appropyate only $150,000, to be expended dus. 
ing the present fiscal year. There is a great deal 
of strange expenditure in relation to this fund for 

Under the law as j; 
now stands, the captain of a vessel cannot dis. 
charge a seaman abroad without paying him three 
months’ extra pay. Two months’ pay of tha 
amount is to be paid over to the seaman himself 
and one month’s is to be paid into the hands of th, 
consul, for the purpose of sending home the sick 
and disabled seamen. 1 suppose that it was or;. 
ginully expected that this one month’s extra pay 
Saar be entirely sufficient for the purpose of 
bringing home all sick and disabled seamen, §j/j} 
notwithstanding that no captain of a vessel cay, 
discharge a man abroad without paying him three 
months’ pay, I find that at Honolulu, the consy| 
there expended, for sending home sick and dis. 
abled seamen, $74,000 in one year; whereas the 
amount received by the consul from this one 
month’s extra pay was only $4,000. 

I find also that at Lahaina the consul expended 
$60,000; whereas he received only $6,000. I think, 
then, that $150,000 is entirely sufficient for this 
purpose. The Senate thought that it was suff- 
cient, and therefore I propose to reduce the sum 
originally proposed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to $150,000. I am satisfied that tha: 
amount will be sufficient. The number of seamey 
who go to these ports in the Sandwich Islands is 


| nothing like that of those who go to Liverpool; and 


yet there is scarcely a port on the globe to which 
our seamen go, where the expenditure for this 
purpose is so great asat these ports. Gentlemen 


| say that the whaling vessels touch at these ports 


and drop their sick seamen there; but the captain 
of a whaling vessel, if we enforce the law, cannot 
discharge a seaman there unless he pays three 
months’ extra wages, and one month’s pay of that 
amount is to be reserved by the consul, in order 
to send home sick seamen; and yet, at Honolulu, 


| the consul reserved only $4,000, whilst he paid 


$74,000 for sending home sick-and disabled sva- 
men. There is no opportunity of putting a check 
upon this; it is entirely within the discretion of 
the consuls, unless we adopt this amendment. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from Geor- 


gia knows all about the controversy in relation \ 


this matterin the Committee of Ways and Meas. 
The committee received the following letter frow 
the Secretary of State, showing that it was absv- 
lutely necessary to appropriate $75,000 for te 
present year: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasnincron, February 18, 150). 

Srr: I have the honor to request that an appropriation 0! 
$75,000 may be made for the relief and protection of Amer 
ican seamen in foreign countries, that sum being indispeus 
ably required to mect the drafts of the consuls of the Uui 
ted States for the service of the present fiscal year, the ap 
propriation for that object being now reduced to less thai 
One thousand dollars. 

I beg leave to inform the commiitee that the amount 
asked tor for the current fiscal year was $175,000, which 
was supposed would be reduced, and only $150,000 appr 
priated tor that object—a sum totally inadequate, when the 
amount ot relief afforded to our large and annually increas 
ing number of seamen is taken into consideration. The ap 
propriation for that object for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1859, was exhausted as early as March of that year, and 
a transfer from other funds at the disposal of this Depart- 
ment was made to the amount of sixty thousand dollars, 
($60,000;) and yet the fund failed before the expiration ot 
the fiseal year, and drafts of the consuls accumulated to 
the amount of some eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000) 
prior to July 1, the commencement of the present fiscal 

ear. 
" I have also the honor to request that the appropriation 
for this object for the fiscal = ending 30th June, 1861, 
may be increased from $175,000, the amount asked for, to 
$200,000, as the Jatter sum will, I am confident, be re- 
quired to defray the expenses incurred under that head. 

The serious attention of the Department has for some 
time past been drawn tothe increasing charges on account 
of destitute, sick, and disabled seamen. : 

As in the main they have been incurred in the Pacific in 
connection with the whale fishery, the guano and the Cai- 
ifornia trade, the commissioner of the United States at the 
Sandwich Islands has repeatedly been instructed to exam- 
ine and = upon the subject, in the hope that some 
means might be devised to diminish these charges. Similai 
instructions bave been addressed to the ministers of the 
United States at Lima and Santiago de Chile, and the Navy 
Department has ordered officers in the command in the 
Pacific to coUperate with those funetionaries. I regret (0 
state, however, that the result of their investigations docs 
not show any practieability at present of curtailing the 
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expenses referred to, consistently with the policy upon the | 
subject sanctioned by existing laws. , 

“have wie honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, | 

LEW: CASS. | 

| 

} 





on. Joun SuekMan, Chairman of the Committee of Ways | 
= d Means, House of Representatives. 


After full consideration, we put the amount of | 
675,000 into the deficiency bill. I believe that || 
under the existing law this fund is abused; but || 
until we change the law, we cannot control the ex- | 
enditure. This money is paid out under’a law || 
passed in 1803 or 1804, which authorizes consuls, 
in certain cases, to relieve American seamen 
abroad. Under that provision of law, the ex- 
senses have grown up from $10,000a year to about | 
«200,000. It is impossible for the Committee of | 
Ways and Means to restrain this expenditure, | 
because it is provided for by law, and, therefore, || 
we had to give what was asked for by the De- || 
artment. Unless a change is made in the law | 
authorizing this money to be expended by consuls 
abroad, you cannot restrain the expenditures. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to state that the | 
Secretary of State, and every officer connected 
with this branch of the public service, seem to 
be satisfied that there is something improper in | 
the amount of this expenditure, and that there 
might be some corrective applied; and as this is | 
the only point at which it can be done, I hope the | 
committee will refuse to give any more than the 
Senate agreed to give, which they can do by sus- 
taining my proviso. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iwill ask the gentleman | 
from Georgia this question: suppose we limit the | 
appropriation: will they not go and expend the 
whole amount under the existing law? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. They will not in the next | 
fiscal year, if we provide that it shall not be done. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It may be done under the 
existing law. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 


if we place a provision in this bill that only | 


$150,000 shall be expended, the efficers will con- || 


form to our requirements for the next fiscal year. 
Mr SHERMAN, I will say to the gentleman 
from Georgia that I apprehend the effect of his | 
amendment will be this: the consuls would con- 
tinue to make drafts on the Secretary of State, as 
they would be authorized to do under the exist- 
ing law; and there being a deficiency in the ap- 
propriation for that purpose, the drafts would be 
protested, or else the service would be abandoned. 
t seems to me that the whole appropriation had | 
better be made, and if a reform 1s needed, let the 
House instruct the Committee on Commerce to 
bring ina bill changing the law. 
Theamendment tothe amendment was agreed to. 


The question was then on concurring in the |) 


amendment of the Senate, as amended. 

Mr. ELIOT. I wish toask the gentleman from 
Ohio, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, whether there is a sufficient reason 
for not placing in the hands of the consuls the 
whole amount provided for by the Senate? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can only say to the gen- 
tleman that the amount which we propose to 


I take it for granted that || 
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strike out is provided for in the deficiency bill, 
and therefore is unnecessary. 

The amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
was non-concurred in, . 


Fifth amendment: 


Add, after the word “ dollars,” in line forty-four, page 3, 
as follows: ‘ $75,000 of which is to be used in the fiscal 
year ending the 30th June, 1860 ;”’ so thatthe paragraph, as 
amended, would read: 

For the relief and protection of American seamen in for- 
eign countries, $200,000 ; 75,000 of which is to be used in 
the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1860. 


Mr. SHERMAN. That amendment, also, is 


| 


unnecessary; for the reason it is provided for in | 
the deficiency bill. The Committee of Waysand | 


Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
: : 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Page 3, at the end of line forty-six, insert as follows: 

Por expenses which may be incurred in acknowledging 
the services of the masters and crews of foreign vessels in 
ecules citizens of the United States from shipwreck, 

000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence in this amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 


In the paragraph providing for salaries of consuls general 
at the various foreign alan strike out ** Simoda.”’ e 


| character have been inserted in appropriation bills 


2163 


insubordination on board our merchant vessels, in cases of 
desertion, in breaches of the public peace on the part of 
| drunken sailors, have consumed much time and involved 


- : 
The amendment was concurred in. no little care and responsibility. He has also supplied all 
the prison accommodations possessed for criminals, the 


Eighth amendment: 
- b . ¢ || number of which has been considerable. 
At the end of the following paragraph in the bill: “ for || From his position and intimate and extensive acquaint- 
i} 
it 
i 
' 








The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrenée in this amendment. 





compensation of the commissioner, secretary, chief astron- || ance with the Chinese, and the confidence and influence 
omer and surveyor, assistant astronomer and surveyor, || acquired among them, Mr. Cook has been able to render 
clerk, and for provisions, transportation, and contingencies || important services, and { commend his claim for a just re- 


of the commission to run and mark the boundary line be- || pumeration to the favorable consideration of the part- 
tween the United States and the British possessions bound- || pent. 


ing on Washington Territory, $150,000,” insert as follows : 4 ‘ 
"Provided, That when the boundary line is determined The following is the letter of Mr. Cook to the 
between the Pacific ocean and the Rocky Mountains, any || Secretary of State: 
unexpended balance of this appropriation shall be applica- 
ble to the determination of that portion of the boundary 
which lies east of the Rocky Mountains, and which has not 
as yet been traced on the face of the earth; and that the 
United States commissioner be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized, in connection with the commissioner of Great Britain, 
to determine and trace said boundary line eastward to the 
Rocky Mountains, as far as the Lake of the Woods. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a non-concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill as follows: 

For expenses incurred, under instructions from the Sec- 
retary of State, in bringing home from foreign countries 
persons charged with crime, and expenses incident thereto, 
$10,000. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of State to defray the cost of a 
prison-ship at Canton, in China, from the Ist day of Jan- 
uary, 1854, to the Ist day of January, 1857, and for com- 
pensation of the marshal of the consular court at Canton 
trom January 1, 1854, to December 15, 1857, $4,760, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary. 


oe Wastineton, April 28, 1858. 

Sir: T beg to call your attention to the subject of my 
claim on the United States Government for services ren- 
| dered in China, as United States marshal for the consular 
| court of Canton, from January 1, 1854, until my departure 
from China, December 15, 1856, a period of three years, 
less filteen days. 1 was formally sworn into office by Mr. 
D. N. Spooner, acting vice consul in absence of Mr, Forbes, 

some time In April, 1854, and gave the required bonds for 
the fulfillment of its duties ; and was informed at that time 
that Government had made provision for the payment of 
$1,000 per annum for the said office. 

I have also furnished accommodations for the prisoners 
during that period, at the request of the several ministers and 
consuls, as well as providing food, medicines, irons, &c. ; 
but, as I have no account of expenditures on these mat- 
ters, only charge the rent of the prison-ship, which was al- 
ways kept and manned for that purpose, at the price handed 
in to Mr. McLane, in reply to his communication to me on 
the subject. 

During all thts time, having carried out the instructions 
of the Goyernment, regardless of expense or trouble to my- 
self, which, I think, the documentary evidence in the State 
Department will be quite sufficient to prove, | humbly re- 
quest that your excellency will give your attention to the 
enclosed memorandum of what! consider justly due me by 
the Government, that | may receive remuneration, 

Trusting that this brief statement of my case will be suf- 
ficiently plain to act upon, I have the honor to be, sir, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 5. P. COOK. 

P. S.—I beg to refer particularly to a document from Dr. 
Parker on this matter, dated Macao, December 11, 1856, and 
now in the Department of State. J.P. C. 


lion. Secretary or Stare of the United States, Wash 








The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a non-concurrence in this amendment. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I disagree with ington, 


the Committee of Ways and Means in reference There is another letter from the Secretary, go- 
to thisamendment. From the examination I have || ing over this ground and confirming what has been 
given to the question, I am satisfied that this |) stated before, bat limiting the recommendation to 
amount is justly and honestly due to Mr. Cook, || the amount provided in this amendment. ‘There 
and ought to be paid; and I believe the Commit- || was a sum charged for exchange, which the De- 
tee of Ways and Means do not disagree with me || partment thinks was not justly allowed, and which 
as to that opinion; but, if lam not mistaken, they |} the Senate have not embodied in their amendment. 
object to its being in this bill on the ground that | | have not time to read the testimony in the case. 
itis a private claim. I know that claims of this |/ [t goes to establish, beyond a shadow of doubt, 
that these services were rendered in good faith; 
that the money was paid, and that it was not re- 
imbursed. I am, for one, in favor of the Govern- 
ment paying its just and honest debts; and I hope 
that the amendment will be agreed to. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 

For compensation of the consuls at the five ports in 
China, to wit: Kwangchow, Amoy, Fuchow, Ningpo, 
and Shanghae, from the Ist of July, 1855, to the Jist of 
December, 1856, $9,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 

Mr. BRANCH. I think that the Committee 
of Ways and Means have recommended a non- 
concurrence in that amendment by inadvertence. 
That case has been examined by the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, of which committee I am a 
member, and I amauthorized by that committee to 
say that this claim is due under existing laws,and 
that it ought tobe paid. It arises under the act of 
1848, which gives to certain consuls in China, in 
accordance with the terms of our treaty with 
China, certain judicial powers, The act con- 
ferred upon them this power, and it provided that 
they should receive, as compensation for these 
judicial services, in addition to their compensa- 
tion as consuls, $1,000 each per annum. hat is 





time out of mind. I recollect that an appropria- 
tion was inserted to pay a claim of Mr. Pendle- 
ton, of Virginia; another to pay a claim of Mr. 
Schenck, of Ohio; and. can point you to more 
than twenty appropriations of the same character 
placed in general appropriation bills; and now, 
after this amendment has passed the Senate, and 
when the claim is right in itself, | hope this House 
will not, on a matter of mere technicality, reject 
the amendment. In the last Congress, the Sec- 
retary of State sent the following letter to this 
House on the subject: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasnineton, May 5, 1858. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of 
two communications addressed to this Department by Mr. 
J. P. Cook, late marshal of the United States consular 
court in Canton, claiming compensation for services while 
holding tbe said office, and also for furnishing prison ac- 
commodations during the same period. 

The Department is satisfied that important services were 
rendered by Mr. Cook, and the compensation which he 
claims is moderate in amount. 

An appropriation Las heretofore been made by Congress, 
at the same rate of compensation, for the services of ‘T. N. 
Johnson as marshal of the United States consular court at 
Shanghai, (see Statutes at Large, volume ten, page 2Y1,) and 
the Department recommends that provision be made by 
Congress to satisfy the claim of Mr. Cook, which is of a 
similar character. 

A copy of dispatch No. —, received from Mr. Parker, the 
late commissioner in China, relating to this claim, is here- 


with transmitted. ; 2 
Ey 5h, TOE Olen sarees, LEW: CASS. |) known as the Perkins bill did not repeal the por- 
Thus showing that the service was rendered, || tion of the previous act which gave them compen- 
and that the amount charged for his pay is early sation for judicial services. The Pennington bill, 
the amount fixed by law, at $1,000; and the other passed eighteen months susequently, did repeal 
charge was reasonable. it. ‘This provision is to pay the consuls their 
Mr. Parker in his letter, dated at Macao, De- || salaries of $1,000 each per annum for these judicial 
cember 1], 1856, says: duties between the oe of the Perkins bill and 
“Sin: Referring to my letter to the Department of State, || the Pennington bill. When the Pennington bill 
srfiemmntcramerete’ apie eearerteui || wee passed the palaion at shees Sammie mars ie 
duce the bearer, James p. Cook, whe saccooded to that office creased, but these consuls were deprived of the 
Ist January, 1853. During the period that has since elapsed, || $1,000 cach for the performance of judicial ser- 
Mr. Cook has held the offices, and discharged the duties, of || vices. I have in my hand a letter from the Sec- 
United States commercial agent and United States marshal, retary of State, in which it is stated that the State 
Department, through inadvertence, failed to esti- 


for which he has received no compensation from Govern- 
ment. 1 ! c 
mate for this salary at the time it ought to have 


*¢ The services he has rendered in cases of munity and 
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been done, and hence the necessity for the money 
being appropriated now. 


THE CONGRESSION 


I will state further, that this estimate was re- || 
ferred, by the suggestion of the Committee of || 


Ways and Means, to the Committee on Foreign | 


Affairs. The Committee on Foreign Affairs was 


instructed to examine whether this money was or | 
was not due. As I have already stated, that com- | 


mittee examined the subject carefully. 
ined it carefully myself. The committee were 
unanimously of the opinion that this was a just 
claim against the Government, and that it ought 
to be paid, Under the circumstances, J put it to 
the Committee of Ways and Means that, as the 
subject was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs by their motion, and as the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs have reported that it is justly due, 
they ought to withdraw all opposition. The let- 
ter of the Secretary of State will satisfy the com- 
mittee that the money ought to be paid. If this 
be passed, no further claim can arise under the 
law; for the law of 1848 was clearly repealed by 
the Pennington act. I ask the Clerk to read the 
letter to which I have referred. 

Mr. ELIOT. Before that letter is read, let me 
ask whether it is not true that these services have 
been rendered by these consuls under existing 
law, and whether this is not only to pay them for 
service done? 

Mr. BRANCH. Yes,sir. ee omg now this 
committee has an opportunity, which rarely oc- 
curs, to pass upon an honestand ajustclaim. It 
was overlooked by inadvertence in the State De- 

vartment, or the provision in this bill would not 
ae been asked for. 
letter be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT oF STAT, 
Wasuinoton, February 23, 1860. 

Sin: I have the honor to state that, by the eighteenth 
section of the act of August 11, 1845, ** to carry into effect 
certain provisions in the treaties between the United States 
and China, and the Ottoman Porte, giving certain judicial 


powers to ministers and consuls of the United States in 
those countries,” it was provided that “ in consideration 


of the duties herein imposed upon the commissioner, there | 
ehall be paid to him out of the Treasury of the United | 


States, annually, the sum of $1,000 in addition to his sal- 
ary; and there shall also be paid annually to each of said 
consuls, for a like reason, the sum of $1,000 in addition to 
the consular fees.” In contormity with the provisions of this 
statute, appropriations were annually made until 1855 * for 
compensation of the consuls at the five ports in China, viz : 
Kwangehow, Amoy, Fuchow, Ningpo, and Shanghae, 
#5,000 ;” and also “for the additional compensation” of 
the ** commissioner to reside in China,’? under the act 
above mentioned. 

The section of the act allowing this compensation was 
repealed by the twentieth and thirty-third sections of the 
act of August 18, 1856, which went into operation on the 
lst day of January, 1557. 

Inadvertently no estimate was made for the compensa- 
tion of the commissioner and consuis in China, for judi- 
cial services, for the period of a year and a half, trom July 


1, 1855, to December 31, 1856, and no appropriation was | 
accordingly made for that purpose. The services, however, | 


under the provisions of the law, the instructions of the De 
partment, and treaty stipulations, continued to be rendered 
during the above-mentioned period by the commissioner 
and consuls, and they have claimed the compensation, 
which would have been paid but for the absence of an 
appropriation. 

t respectfully recommend, therefore, that provision be 
made for an appropriation of $9,000, for this purpose, in 
the diplomatic and consular appropriation bill now before 
the House of Representatives. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, LEW: CAS8s. 


Hon. Joun Suerman, Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, House of Representatives. 


Mr.CRAWFORD. I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment. The Committee of Ways and Means have 
had this claim under consideration during the two 
Congresses I have been a member of it, and its 
members have twice decided against it. 

Mr. ELIOT. Why? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Because it is contrary to 
law. In my judgment, there is not the slightest 
difficulty about this matter. Under the act of 
1848, the consuls of the United States in China, 
in addition to the powers and duties imposed upon 
them by treaty, were invested with judicial au- 
thority; and for those extra services they received 
a compensation each of $1,000 per annum. They 
received that compensation from 1848 up to 1855. 
In the latter year the law of 1848 was repealed, 
and the present law was passed in its stead. It 
was provided that, from and after the 30th of June 
theh next, the President of the United States shall, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint consuls for the United States, to reside at 
certain places; and that they shall receive, during 


l ask that the Secretary’s | 





I exam- || 


tion not exceeding the amount specified by the 


law. At China, they were éntitled to ao 
Shanghae, Canton, &c. It was provided that they 
should receive that sum,and no more. That law 
went into operation in 1855. The Department 
refused to make estimates, and Congress refused 
to make appropriations for the extra compensa- 
tion for extra judicial services; for this law being 
in force, prohibited that extra compensation. Ju- 
dicial duties are required of consuls, and belong to 
them as part of their office. The law gave them 


| $3,000 a year, and up to 1855they had only fees and 


| Congress to cover their entire services. 
| fore we have uniform! 


/ and Means. 


$1,000each. The $3,000 salary was presumed by 
i There- 
refused to pass this claim. 
It is the second time that it has been up since I 
have been a member of the Committee of Ways 
It has uniformly been reported 
against by that committee. 

There fe been added here Kwangchow, a port 
which was not in the original law. There was 
no consul authorized there by the law of 1855. I 
have the law before me. No consul was author- 
ized to be appointed for that port who was author- 
ized to exercise judicial powers. The five ports 


, in China were included under the old law; but 





the consuls at those ports,as I have stated, were 
given salaries by the law of 1855, instead of fees. 
I hope that the committee will refuse to concur 
in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. BRANCH. I know that it is not now in 
order to debate this question; but if the commit- 
tee will allow me to go on, I think that I can ex- 
plain this matter to the entire satisfaction of the 
committee. 

Several Memsers. 
ment in, 

Mr. BRANCH. Very well, then. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to strike out any one 
of those parts, pro forma. I have looked into 
this matter, and I differ with my friend from 


We will vote the amend- 


| North Carolina in reference to the construction 


to be given to the law. Consuls, prior to the 
Perkins act, as it is called, were entitled only to 
fees in the necessary discharge of their duties; 
and the consuls in five ports in China, for the 
discharge of certain judicial duties devolved upon 
them, were, in addition, allowed $1,000 each per 
annum. The Perkins act of 1855 gave consuls 
salaries in lieu of fees. These five ports of China 
were included, and the consuls there were pro- 
vided to be paid salaries. ‘There was a provision 
in the act that the salaries therein specified should 
be in lieu of all compensation before received for 
duties which were required to be discharged. By 
the act of 1848, the consuls in China were required 
to discharge judicial duties, and it allowed them 
$1,000 each for the discharge of those duties. 
The object of the law of 1855 was to increase the 
emoluments of consuls at many ports. At that 
time it was alleged by our consuls that the emol- 


|| uments of their office were inadequate to their 


support. It was charged by those who were en- 
gaged in commerce that consuls were taking ille- 
gal fees. For the purpose of remedying the evils 
complained of, the act of 1855 was passed, giving 
salaries to consuls at these ports in lieu of fees. 
These consuls were requiaek to pay the fees that 
they might collect from citizens of the United 


|| States, into the Treasury, to defray the expenses 
| of the consular cree 


The Perkins bill 


| provides distinctly that the poeeeae therein pre- 
l 


seribed shall be in lieu of all compensation for 
those consuls whatever the service performed. 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. ELIOT. The provision of the law giving 


_ this extra compensation was in force until Janu- 


| 


ary, 1857. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 differ with the gentleman. 

Mr. BRANCH. I amof the opinion that this 
is a just claim. When the gentleman from Geor- 
gia referred to the law, he read the wrong section. 
He ought to have referred to the provision that 
there shall also be paid annually, to each of said 
officers, the sum of $1,000 each, in addition to 
consular fees. The Perkins bill repealed consu- 
lar fees, and left the salary for the discharge of 
judicial duties stil] standing. The Pennington bill, 
which was passed cighteen months afterwards, 
repealed any extra allowance, and increased the 
calarios pro tanto, in order to make up for the com- 

nsation given for the discharge of judicial duties. 
The claim now before the committee is for the 


their continuance in office, an annual compensa- '' eighteen months intervening between the passage 
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of the Perkins bill and the passage of the Pep 
nington bill. ‘ 
Mr. SINGLETON. I understand that thes, 
judicial duties were not a part of the regular dy. 
ties of consuls, and that $1,000 was given to each 
of them for performing these extra duties. Th, 
law of 1855 does not repeal that provision of the 
law of 1848, and it is fairly to be presumed tha, 
it stands. 
| Mr. BRANCH. Yes, sir. The law was not 
| repealed until 1855. This claim is for the com 
| sation during the intervening time. This clain 
| has been recommended unanimously by the Com. 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and I hope that it will 


be passed. 


en- 


Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, with. 
drew his amendment. 

The questton being on the Senate amendmen: 

Mr. CRAWFORD called fora division, ’ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the gen- 
' tleman will not ask for a division. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. [L insist upon a division, 

The House then divided; and the Speaker an- 
nounced—fifty-nine in the affirmative. 

Mr. BRANCH. I am willing to have the 
/ amendment stricken out, rather than have the 
committee broken up; for I perceive there is not 
| @ quorum present. Let it be stricken out, and 
give us a vote upon it in the House. 
; The amendment of the Senate was then nop- 
concurred in. 
Twelfth amendment: 
Amend the title by adding, ‘* and for other purposes,” 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Asall the amendments have 
been disposed of, I move that the bill be laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with the action of 
the committee thereon. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move to take up House 
| bill No. 339. 

Mr. PHELPS. What is it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is the bill making ap- 

ropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1861. 

Mr. PHELPS. Very well. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up 
for consideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN... _I move that the first read- 
ing of the bill be dispensed with. 

he motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I desire simply to make 
brief statement. There are yet three or four 
appropriation bills, all of them of considerable 
length. We can go through with them in a short 
time, for Ido not believe they will be substan- 
tially amended, because they contain appropria- 
tions only for those purposes which are provided 
for by law. I think we may go through this bill 
to-night, and report it to the House; and I hope 
we may do so. 

Mr. BRANCH. I submit to the honorable gen- 
tleman from Ohio whether, in consideration that 
it is now very late in the day, and we have barely 
a quorum, if indeed any quorum, present, we had 
not better rise? By working faithfully six hours 
to-morrow we can go through this bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We have got to choose be- 
tween two alternatives: either we must call the 
House, and in that way induce gentlemen to come 
here and remain, in order that we may get along 
with our business, or we must go on without a 

uoram. I like to take the plainest way first. 

ut if gentlemen will go off, and leave us without 
a quorum during business hours, there is no way 
but to call the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
Clerk will be permitted to read on a little while, 
for we want to get away by the middle of June. 

The Clerk commenced reading the bill by 
clauses, for amendments. 

The following clause having been read: 

For one thousand five hundred and eighty-four copies of 
the Congressional Globe and Appendix, for the second ses- 
sion of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, $4,752, 

Mr. MAYNARD moved to strike out the same. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that the Committee of Ways 
and Means have greatly reduced the number. 
They have reduced the cost largely, and the bulk 
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of the volumes also; and I think the committee 
had better take the appropriation at that. 
Mr. MAYNARD. How much have they re- 
d it? 
Or. SHERMAN. By the present law, Sena- 
tors receive one hundred and eight volumeseach, 
while under this law they will receive but twenty- 
five copies; about one fifth the present number. 
Mr. MAYNARD. That is an improvement 


in the right direction; and if you will take off 


the other fifth, I think you will be about right. 

| have no disposition to consume the time of the 

committee in arguing this amendment, because it 

has been up once before on another bill; never- 

theless I deem it my duty to move the amend- 

ment, and take the sense of the committee upon it. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


The following clause having been read— 
For furniture, repairs, and boxes formeinbers, $10,000, 


Mr. BRANCH said: I propose to amend that 
clause, by adding thereto this proviso: 

Provided, That no expenditure shall be made for remov- 
ing the seats from the Hall ot the House and replacing the 
desks, Without a further order of the House, to be hereafter 
made. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say to the gentleman 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have 
presented that question in another bill, for the 
very purpose of giving the House an opportunity 
to vote upon it. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
my amendment. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I wish to make an inquiry of 
the Committee of Ways and Means in reference 
to the appropriation to pay the clerks engaged in 
preparing the land maps. ‘The appropriation is 
left out of this bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman is mistaken. 
He will find the appropriation in lines one hun- 
dred and nineteen to one hundred and twenty- 
two, inclusive. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This bill was prepared be- 
fore the House took its action in reference to those 
clerks. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend line one 
hundred and four, by adding thereto the words, 
‘provided that a member shall not be allowed to 
commute his stationery for money ;’’soasto make 
the clause read: 

For stationery, $15,000: Provided, That a member shall 
not be allowed to commute his stationery for money. 

Mr. STANTON. I was about to move an 
amendment to the previous clause in reference to 
boxes for members. 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to that 
clause would be out of order now, as the com- 
mittee has passed it. 

Mr. STANTON. The next clause has not 
been read, I believe. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
taken; it has been read. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, it is a very small 
matter, and I do not’ care much about it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move my amendment, 
in order to put an end to a practice which I think 
is erroneous, and which ought not to obtain here. 
We appropriate money regularly every year for 
the Clerk to purchase stationery, so as to supply 
members, to the amount of forty-five dollars’ 
worth for the long session, and twenty-five dol- 
lars’ worth for the short session. The practice 
has been for members either to draw stationery 
from the post office, or to get stationery elsewhere, 
and to draw that amount in money. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. When we 
want good stationery we take the latter course, 
and it is cheaper also. 

Mr.MAYNARD. That may be, but it is ob- 
vious that we ought not to buy stationery and 
pay money both. The present plan involves the 
Government in a twofold expenditure. If we are 
not satisfied to take our stationery in this way, let 
us make no appropriation for it, but draw the 
money without the stationery. If, on the other 
hand, we take stationery, let us take what we 
need, as much as we need, and no more; and not 
charge the amount upon the Treasury in the man- 

ner we now do. I am told that there have been 
some members in former Congresses—probably 
itmay not be so at present; I hope it is not—who 
never drew a single dollar’s worth of stationery 
from the post office, but prepared their letters and 
other writings in their committee-rooms, using 


Very well; then I withdraw 


The gentleman is mis- 
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stationery furnished for the use of the committee. 
This is not a large item; but it is one of the leaks 
which I think ought to be stopped, and especially 
as it affects us personally. 

Mr. CARE If the gentleman will give way, 
I will move to strike out ** $15,000,’ and let mem- 
bers buy their stationery where they please. 

Mr. SPINNER. I will state to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, and to the gentleman from Ohio, 
that the Committee of Accounts have it in con- 
templation to introduce a bill to abolish the whole 
system of furnishing members with stationery. 
It is the greatest leak, for a small one, about this 
House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Under a joint resolution so 
much money is set aside for each member. I 
would advise every member to take the money 
and buy his own stationery; for my experience 
is, that I can obtain better stationery anywhere 
else than [ ean get here. 

Mr. PHELPS. [ would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee that this item of expendi- 
ture embraces not only the stationery for mem- 
bers, but the stationery for the Clerk’s office and 
the stationery which is furnished also to the com- 
mittee-rooms. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Well, then, I will move to 
reduce the sum to $3,000. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I agree somewhat in the ob- 
servations submitted by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. 
at a different point from that which he has alluded 
to. Ido not think that there is any impropriety 
when the members of the House have the privilege 
of drawing stationery to the amount of forty-five 
dollars for a long session, and twenty-five dollars 
for a short session, in allowing them to get their 
stationery elsewhere and take that amount of 
money. Andwhy? Because, if you restrict them 
from taking the money, they will expend the forty- 
five dollars in stationery here. If they do not 
need it, and it is allowed to them, they will get it 
and make some disposition of it; and if they can 
do better by taking the money here and getting 
the stationery elsewhere, it is proper that they 
should do so. 

The gentleman from Tennessee contends that, 
as we appropriate money for the purchase of 
stationery, we ought to require the members to 
take the stationery rand Cmte Now, if the 
stationery thus purchased had to be used by mem- 
bers or lost, the argument of the gentleman from 
Tennessee would be irresistible; but if we buy 
stationery this session, and members do not take 
it, that stationery remains on hand to be used 
hereafter. 

Now, I would say to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee that the objection lies at a point which he 
has mentioned only collaterally. The objection 
lies in allowing members of committees to write 
all their letters, and discharge all their public busi- 
ness, on the stationery furnished to the commit- 
tees. There, there is no limit. Here there is a 
limit. No member can receive from the station- 
ery clerk more than forty-five dollars’ worth of 
stationery; but in a committee-room a member 
can draw an unlimited amount of stationery; and 
I have known committees that have not had one 
single bill before them, and that have had no regu- 
lar business meetings, to run up accounts for sta- 
tionery used by the members in attending to their 
private business. 

Mr. EDWARDS. The practice, as I under- 
stand it, is for the House to appropriate $15,000 
for a session, to purchase stationery. If it is 
used, very well; if not, it is thrown away as use- 
less lumber, and then Toca is appropriated at 
the next session; and | understand that there are 
rooms in this Capitol now filled up with station- 
ery that has been accumulating for years. 

r. SHERMAN. I desire to make a brief 
statement. I had heard a good deal of complaint 
about this matter; but when I came to examine 
it, the mountain dwindled into a mole-hiil. The 
cost under this item last session amounted to 

1,095; and for this about one thousand dollars. 

have looked into the account of my own com- 
mittee. I believe that the Committee of Ways 
and Means is generally supposed to use a good 
deal of stationery. We have run up the enormous 
bill of seventeen dollars for stationery, although 
I will confess that some committees, which I sup- 
posed had not much business, have run up ac- 
counts for stationery of fifty or sixty dollars. 


I think, however, that the difficulty lies | 


2165 








Mr. BOCOCK. I did not know the precise ex- 
tent to which this abuse bad gone; but I find, from 
the statement which the gentleman from Ohio has 

| just made, that there is abuse. Here is the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, charged with a great 
part of the business of the House, and they, as 
the gentleman says, have expended seventeen 
dollars. I have here a statement which shows 
that the Committee on the Militia have expended 
| over thirty dollars. 1 ask the chairman of the 
| Committee on the Militia to state what bill has 
| ever been before that committee ? 

| Mr. TOMPKINS. I can tell the gentleman if 
| he wants to know. Bs 
| Mr. BOCOCK. How much of the thirty- 
| one dollars expended by the Committee on the 
} 





Militia has been used in writing bills and reports 
for this House? 

Mr. TOMPKINS. We have had three or four 
meetings, and have three bills ready to report now, 
and we have a very large portion of that station- 
ery yet unused. 

Mr. RUFFIN. Iam a member of that com- 
mittee; but I have never been in the committee- 
| room yet. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I amrequested by the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. ee to state that the 
Committee on Public Lands, which we all know 
is one of the business committees of this House, 
has expended only $14 61, while the great Com- 
mittee on the Militia has expended thirty-one 
dollars. 

Mr. COBB. At the last session we had four 


|| hundred bills before us. 


Mr. TOMPKINS. Thegentleman from Vir- 
ginia is mistaken in the amount used by the Com- 
mittee on the Militia. That amount of stationery 
may have been furnished; but a very small por- 
tion of it has yet been used. The remainder is on 
hand in the committee-room. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Here isa letter from the Post. 
master of the House. I will read it: 

Post Orrice, House or REPRESENTATIVES, 





April 19, 1860. 

Str: In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, calling upon the Postmaster of the House 
for a statement of the amount of stationery delivered and 
charged each committee for the present Congress, I here 
with submit the following repost of the amount delivered 
to said committees to date. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, JOSIAH M. LUCAS, 

Postmaster. 

Hon. WiLu1aM Pennineton, Speaker of the House of Rep- 

resentatives. 





Committee of ACCOUNTS... ..ccceeseeeeeeeees eee G27 47 
Committee on Agriculture ......see0cceeeeeeeeeeee 1S OS 

Has that committee ever met? 

Mr. CAREY. I will say to the gentleman that 
it has met. The whole amount of stationery, 
however, or nearly the whole of it, is still on 
hand. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Well, the statement goes on: 
Committee of Claims........ eccccese cece GQO4 67 
Committee On COMMEFCe...... 6. eeeeeeeeeeeeeeese OO 4 
Committee for the District of Columbia........... 28 18 
Committee On Engraving.......seeeesescccseeeeees 22 OF 

The Committee on Engraving, I understand, 
has been abolished altogether. It seems that the 
Committee on the Treasury Department have 
drawn stationery to the amount of $2 75. Iam 
not aware that that committee has ever met. IL 
read again from the statement: 

Committee on Treasury Department...........++6+ ? 75 
Committee on War Department ......+-.+ee+e-e00+- 1S 29 
Committee on Navy Department........s+ese0+-+++ 10 & 

I know that the Committee on the Expendi- 
tures in the Navy Department has been converted 
into a very important committee, charged with a 
great deal of business; but I doubt whether all 
the committee business they have done this ses- 
sion involved the expenditure of three cents in 
stationery. ‘This statement goes on: 

Committee on Post Office Department.........++++- $1l 55 
Committee on Foreign Affairs........+seseeeeeeees 1818 
Committee on Indian Affairs..........+.++++eeee++ 22 14 
Committee on Invalid Pensions .........-.+++++++. 19 83 
Committee on the Judiciary .......csceeeecceceeees 34 B 

That committee is the one on which my friend 
from Alabama serves, and I presume he can tell 
us how this pretty large item for legitimate com- 
mittee business has been expended. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know nothing whatever 
about it; I have had nothing to do with it. Ido 
not know how much has been drawn, nor what 
it has cost. So far as I am concerned, however, 
I will say that in the eighteen years I have served 
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as a member of Congress, [do not know that I 
have written a letter in a committec-room on sta- 
tionery drawn by the committee, unless it has 
been on committce business. 
Mr. BOCOCK. The next two items in this 
account are: 
Committee on Private Land Claims........ coccee M2 7 
Committee on the Militia .... Jl 44 
It strikes me that is rather a large amount in 
consideration of the business which I supposed 
was before the Committee on the Militia. 
Mr. TOMPKINS. The only stationery our 
committee has had, so far as I remember, was, 
* perhaps, five inkstands, five sand-boxes, and, per- 
aps, a couple of reams of paper, which, I think, 
is nearly all on hand. 


Mr. BOCOCK. Ishould have supposed the gen- | 


tleman anticipated war, and was preparing for an 
entire reorganization of the militia of the countr 
by the quantity of stationery which seems to p 
charged to his committee. { Laughter.} 

Mr. TOMPKINS. Well, sir, as the gentle- 
man has called attention to the Committee on the 
Militia, | wish to say that there is a very im- 
portant bill before us, which L intend to report at 
the earliest possible moment; but it was not 
written upon that stationery atall. [Laughter.]} 
I expect to report it soon, and I hope the House 
will pass it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. IT understand the gentleman 
to say, then, that he has one bill before this com- 
mittee, 

Mr. TOMPKINS. Oh, yes, sir; we have three 
bills before it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Very good. 
with this statement: 


iy 
0 


I will now goon 


Committee on Military Affairs..........0.000. coe B23 BS | 
CRE OE BONO no 6.5 00s 0600000 00000006c0e0 » 25 43 
Conunittee on Naval Affirs......csccccccsccssne - 28 28 
Se We NC nck bake sueadenen ahenes becens 10 49 
Cemmittee on Public Buildings and Grounds..... ~ 13 65 
Committee on Printing............6. opcepe dodyiape 20 &9 
Commitice on Public Lands... ..cscoccccccccces - W461 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads..... 49 43 
Committee on Public Expenditures..............5 1617 
Commitieoe on Revolutionary Claims.............. 39 87 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions..... a ceetes 51 68 
Committee on Roads and Canals.......... Se oteude BEE 
Commitiee on Revisal and Unfinished Business..., 25 56 


Here, sir, is the Cammittee on Public Lands 
having more business to do than any other com- 
mittee in the House, with the exception of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, which have 
drawn stationery only to the amount of $14 61, 


while the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished | 


Business have drawn $25 66 worth. Now, sir, 
what revisal and unfinished business have that 
committee had charge of? I never heard of their 
having any meeting atall. But | proceed with 
the statement: 


Committee on Territories... ........0085 socsees eee 44 O1 
Committee of Ways and Means...............00% 22 06 
Committee of Elections............... eccccesccee GS OS 
Covode's select committee............. Dhbeneeees 44 72 


Mr. COVODE. As the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Engraving is not here, it is proper that || 


| should state, having been a member of that com- 
mittee, that the stationery left over when the com- 
mittee was abolished was transferred to the select 
committee, and goes into the account of our com- 
mittee, 

Mr. HOUSTON. What committee ? 

Mr. COVODE. The investigating committee, 
of which Lam chairman. 

Mr. HARDEMAN. Being a new member of 
the House of Representatives, and interested in 
everything in the way of reform, I should like to 
know what inference we are to draw from this 
statement. Is ita reduction or an increase on 
former sessions? 

Mr. BOCOCK. Ido not know. The gentle- 
man ean ascertain by referring to the statement of 
the expenditures of the House for the last Con- 

ress, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can answer the gentle- 
man’s question, because, having had my attention 
ealled to it, I looked into the matter. Itis less 
than the amount expended in the fst session. 

Mr. BOCOCK. This statement, I believe, is 
only made up to the 9th of April of the present 
yoar, 

Mr. SHERMAN, Thatistroe. The gentle- 
man will also recollect that the last session closed 
on the 4th of March. This item of expenditure 
for that service was a litte over one thousand dol- 


lars; for the present session, so far as the state- |! 





| in such small matters. 
| fectly willing that the committees should be de- 
| prived of any right to order stationery, although 


| ent session, 
kept my own private stationery in that commit- | 
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| ment is made up, which includes about the same 


length of time, it is about seven hundred dollars. 

Several Mempers. For a longer time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The House, gentlemen will 
recollect, did notorganize forsometime. I think, 
however, that the old committees, up to thattime, 
as a matter of courtesy, were allowed to draw 
stationery to be used in their committee-rooms. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I would say, as chairman of 
the old Naval Committee, that I was not in the 
committee-room, so far as I recollect, until after 


| the House organized; and certainly not one cent’s 


worth of stationery was drawn by my order. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I only know, from the if- 
formation which has been given me, that station- 


| ery was furnished in some of the committee-rooms. 
| suppose some for the use of the chairmen, who | 
| were preparing bills to be presented when the 


House met. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


I want to say, in reply to 


the gentleman from Ohio, that, as chairman of | 


the Committee on the Judiciary during the last 
Congress, if any stationery was ordered by that 
committee before the organization of the present 
House, 1 do not know it, It certainly was not 
obtained on any order of mine. I was not in the 
committee-room, to my knowledge, before the 
organization; and I do not suppose that any sta- 
tionery was ordered there. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Well, sir, this is nota very | 


important matter, It only shows the tendency 


1, for one, should be per- 


it is very convenient and very necessary for the 
chairman of a committee to call on the Postmas- 
ter for the stationery required in the business of 
the House. It seems, from this statement, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means have drawn 
some twenty-two dollars’ worth during the pres- 
So far as Lam concerned, I have 


tee-room, and have used none drawn by the com- 


mittee, except for the business of the committee; | 


and I believe that has been the habit of all the 
Committee of Ways and Means. I say, I should 
be very willing to have this power taken away; but 
I think we should not spend any more time upon it 

Mr. HARDEMAN. Will it be in order to 
move that the rest of this tale appear in the New 
York Ledger? [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it will 


hardly be in order. 


Mr. FOSTER. The Committce on Revisaland || 


Unfinished Business is the only Democratic com- 
mittee in the House. 
member of that committee, and I have never been 


| invited to a meeting and have never used a sheet 


of popes belonging to it. 

Ir. BRANCH. Who is chairman? 
Mr. FOSTER. 

[Mr. Locan.] 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


the $15,000 provision that we have been discuss- 


ing, but out of the contingent fund, which has been || 


already passed. 

Mr. STANTON. The room of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs was never opened until 
after the committee was appointed by the present 
Speaker. The committee has now on its docket 
about two hundred cases. The stationery that 
is on hand, I will inform the gentleman, will last 
the committee through the session, 

Mr. MAYNARD. The committee of which I 
am a member, the Committee of Claims, seems to 
have drawn the largest amount of stationery. 
There is a clerk provided for that committee by 
law. The clerk employed at the commencement 
of the last Congress was an old official, who had 


| served in that onpewniy for several years. He 


informed the members of the committee that they 
were entitled to such stationery as would proba- 
bly be used in examining cases and preparing 
reports upon them. He furnished each member 
with a certain amount of stationery—I do not 
know how much, How this practice originated 
Lcannot tell, I found the practice in existence 


, when I came here, and it has been followed ever 


sice. I think more stationery was furnished at 
the last Congress than we have received during 
the present. 
r. MOORHEAD moved that the committee 
rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 


' the Union had, according to order, had the 


| time. 


I have the honor to be a | 


The gentleman from Illinois, || 





This does not come out of 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker } 
resumed the chair, Mr. Joun Cocurane rx 
that the Committee of the Whole on the s 


‘Ving 
ported 
late of 


Union 


generally under consideration, and particular] yt), 
amendments of the Senate to House bill No, 4 
making appropriations for the consular and dip|,,” 
matic expenses of the Government for the Fear 
ending the 30th of June, 1861, and had directed him 
to report the same back to the House, some wi} 
and some without, concurrence; and that it hod 
also under consideration House bill No. 339. 


| making appropriations for the legislative, execy. 


tive, and judicial expenses of the Governinent fo; 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1861, and } 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the previous ques. 
tion on the amendments of the Senate to the cop. 
sular and diplomatic bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and t), 
main question ordered to be put. 


COVODE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. OLIN. I rise toa privileged question, | 
am directed by the committee appointed March 
5, 1869, to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the select committee under the resolution 
of this House of March 5 be authorized to employ astenog 
rapher at the same rate of compensation as that received 
by the Globe reporters ; and also that said committee haye 
leave, from time to time, during the progress of their in 
vestigations, to have the testimony taken before them 


ad 


| printed. 
x Mr. FLORENCE. I object to that resolution. 
Mr. OLIN. I have the right to report it at any 


Mr. GARTRELL. 
adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to. 

And thereupon (at five o’clock and forty-five 
minutes, p.m.) the House adjourned. 


I move that the House 





IN SENATE. 
Frivay, May 18, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriry. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ILOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (No. 714) establishing certain post 


routes, received from the House of Representa- 


| tives on the 16th instant, was, on motion of Mr. 
| Gwin, read twice by its title, and referred to the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. LANE presented the memorial of William 


| H. Bell and Francis H. Bell, praying the Govern- 


ment to purchase, for the use of the Army and 
Navy, a patent and improved primer; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia. 

Mr. HARLAN presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of lowa, praying for the establishment of a 
post route from Manchester, in Delaware county, 
viaStrawberry Point, Taylorsville, Waudena, and 
Illyria, to West Union, in Fayette county, and 
the establishment of a post office at Waudena, 


| in Fayette county, in that State; which were 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 


| Captain E. A. F. Lavallette, late commander of 


the Mediterranean squadron, praying that certain 
moneys charged to his account may be refunded; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 


Mr. MASON presented a communication from 


_ the Secretary of State to the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Relations, in relation to the 
modification of the act entitled ‘* An act to carry 
into effect certain provisions in the treaties be- 


_ tween the United States and China and the Otto- 


man Porte, giving certain judicial powers to min- 


| isters and consuls of the United States in those 


countries,’’ approved August 11, 1848; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KENNEDY presented additional am oo 

in relation to the claim of Mary J. Maltby; which 

were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. BROWN presented the memorial of W:!- 


liam A. Bradley, setting forth the advantages of 


Analostan island asa site for the penitentiary and 
jail in the District of Columbia, and offering to 
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dispose of the same; which was referred to the |, 

Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. GWIN presented a resolution of the Le- | 

cisjature of the State of California, in favor of the | 

~omi-weekly conveyance of the mail by land from | 

San Louis Obispo and Los Angeles, through Santa | 

Ines, Santa Barbara, and San Buenaventura, in |) a: eleven o'clock 

the county of Santa Barbara, and the establish- | The motion was agreed to. 

ment of post offices at Santa Ines and San Buen- | Mr. GREEN. I propose a elieht cheage in 


vyentura, in that county and State; which was | ‘ 

*forred to the Committee on the Post Office and |, the resolution, so as to say, that on and after Mon- 

Post Roads || day next the regular hour of meeting, until other- 
os ads. ’ 


Copper Mines, Tennessee. 


Mr. GREEN. I move to take up the resolu- 
tion which I offered the day before yesterday, 
fixing the regular ume of meeting of the Senate 


From Laure! Valley, in Cherokee county, to Hiwassee 1 


} | 
HOUR OF MERTING,. | 
} 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. -_ 2167 


MOUNTAIN MBADOWS MASSACRE, 


Mr, JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr, Prosident, 
there is upon the Scoretar#s table a message from 
| the President of the United States, commanioa 
ting, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
information in relation to the massacre at Mount. 
ain Meadows, and other massacres in Utah Ter 
ritory, Lask that it be taken up, for the purpose 
of making an order for its printing, 
The motion to take up the message was agreed 


wo, 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkanens. T now ask that 


He also presented the petition of Joseph D. | wise ordered by the Senate, shall be eleven o'clock, 
Green, a clerk in the Post Office Department, | 
praying compensation for performing the duties 
ofa clerk while he was paid as a laborer; which || 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. | 

Mr. MASON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. || 
448) to carry into effect provisions of the treaties | 
between the United States, China, Japan, Siam, | 
Persia, and other countries, giving certain judi- | 
cial powers to ministers and consuls, and other | 
functionaries of the United States in those coun- | 
tries, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee || 
on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed, | 

Mr. HEMPHILL asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
449) to provide for an examination of the claims, || 
of citizens of the United States for indemnity for 
spoliations committed by Indians and Mexicans 
within the limits of the State of ‘Texas; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to'the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on || 


Claims, to whom was referred the petition of | 
Alexander Millar, one of the heirs of Alexander 
Millar, deceased, praying remuneration are 
erty destroyed during the last war with Great 
sritain, asked to be discharged from its further | 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Court 
of Claims; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of John Bronson, for 
payment for goods lost and destroyed by the | 
enemy on the Niagara frontier during the last |) 
war with Great Britain, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be || 
referred to the Court of Claims; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Claims, to | 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 342) for |, 
the relief of James Phelan, reported it without || 
amendment, with a recommendation that it do |} 
pass. || 

He aiso, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 340) for the re- | 
lief of Charles James Lanman, reported it with- || 
out amendment, with a recommendation that it || 
do pass. e 

Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Claims, | 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 229) | 
for the relief of William Brown, reported it with- 
outamendment, and submitted an adverse report. | 

Mr. HEMPHILL, from the Committee on |! 
Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. |! 








344) for the relief of the legal representatives of | 
Sylvester Day, late a surgeon in the United States || 
Army, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. SAULSBURY, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Francis M. Green and Henrietta L. Green, chil- | 
dren of the late Lieutenant Colonel John Green, 
of the Army, praying for a pension, submitted an 
adverse report. 


POST ROUTES IN NORTIL CAROLINA. | 


Mr. CLINGMAN submitted the following res- | 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes - 

From Ashville, via Bull Creek, Rams Creek, and Joy | 
Gap, to Democrat, in Buncombe county. 

From Spruce Pine, in Yancey county, via Childevilie, 
Linnville Patis, Lovely Water, and Grand Father Mount- 
ain, to Vailey Crucis, in Watauga county. 

“em Swannanon, in Buncombe county, to Mount Mitch- 


From Port Montgomery, in Cherukre county, to Rocky 
Point, Tennessee. 


| 


worth while to act on that justnow. The Senate ts 


committee a great deal of business, and we shall || 


| but I doubt whether the time has yet come, 


| consideration of the resolution for a time, until | 


| present, 


| the bill (HL. R. No. 328) for the relief of Peay & | 
| Ayliffe, have instructed me to report it back with 


| ments are very trifling,if the Senate will proceed 
| to the consideration of itnow, L think we can dis- 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I should think it hardly 

very thin, and I suggest to the Senator to put it off || 
until the Senate is more full, Lhave some littledoubt || 
whether the Committee on Finance is quite ready || 
for the adoption of such a resolution now, The || 
time is coming on when we shall have before that 


be pressed very much for time. ‘The chairman 
of the committee is not here at present, Tt may 
be his opinion that we can get along with this 
change; but Ido not know it. As yet, we have 
no time fixed for the adjournment of Congress, || 
and there is considerable business before the com. | 
mittees; | know there is before the Committee on 
Finance. Lam in favor, at the earliest practica- 
ble moment, of passing a resolution of this kind; 


Mr. GREEN. 1 will merely remark that Ido 
not wish to press this matter when Senators are 
absent, but | have consulted the Senator who is 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, for Lknow | 
that that committee has more work than any | 
other. Mostof the other committees are through. | 
If, however, it be deemed best to postpone the | 





Senators come in, I shall not object, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. IL think it better to poat- 
pone it until the chairman of the Committee on 
Iinance is present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob 
jection, the resolution will be laid aside for the | 
The Chair hears no objection to that 


course, 
PEAY & AYLIFFER. 
Mr. TIALE. The Committee on the Poat 


Office and Post Roads, to whom waa referred 





amendments; and as thisisa bill which has passed | 
the Elouse of Representatives, and the amend- | 


pose of it soon, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to the present consideration of the bill, 

Mr. HALE. 1 will state, as the amendments 
are verbal, that they simply make the amount to 
be paid to these memorialists payable out of the 
general funds of the Treasury, instead of out of 
the revenues of the Post Office Department. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill; which proposes to di- 
rect the Postmaster General to adjust the accounts 
of Peay & Ayliffe, late contractors on mail route | 
No. 7503, in the State of Arkansas; and if it ap- | 


| wider the ball, 


an order be made for the printing of the mesaage, 


| with the information which accompanies it, 


The VICE PRESIDENT, 
to the Committee on Printing, 
Mr. JOUNSON, of Arkanans, TT believe not 
LT was just consulting with a member of the com- 


That motion gees 


Pmittee in regard to it, and T make a motion Uthat 


is Not required te go to the committee, 

The VICE PRESIDENT, Uf the Senator will 
refer to the rule, he will find that it must go to the 
Committee on Printing, 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Arkanaas, T only want 
the usual number printed, and Task the wnani 
mous consent of the Senate that that order may 
be made, 

The VICE PRESIDENT, ‘The Senator from 
Arkansas asks unanimous consent to have the 
usual number of the President's mesaage in re 
gard to the Mountain Meadows maasacre printed, 
The Chair hears no objection, and the order will 


| be made, 


BOLOMON WADSWORTH, 


Mr. HARLAN, I move that the Senate now 
take up the bill OS. No. 49) for the relief of Solo 
mon Wadaworth, lt ina very amall matter, and 
will occupy but a single moment, 

The motion was agreed toy and the Senate, an 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to eon 
sider the bill, (S. No, 43,) which propones to oon 
firm the tithe of Solomon Wadaworth, of Clayton 
county, lowa, to lote Now, 2 and 3, in aeetion 
fifteen, in township minety-four north, of range 
three weat, containing one hundred and thirty 
four acres and eighty-four hundredths of an nere, 
in that State, and to direct the inauing of a patent 
in accordance with the lawa of the United States, 
upon the payment of #1 25 per acre, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and panned, 


COURTS IN OREGON, 
Mr. LANE. | move to take up the bill (M, 


No. 9) to amend * An net for extending the Inwa 
and judicial ayatem of the United States to the 
State of Oregon, and for other purposes,” 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, aa 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con 
Aw originally inwoduced by Mr 
Lanne, the bill read as followa: 

He tt enacted, &e., Tivat herenfier the dietriet court forthe 
district of Oregon shall be holden at Portland, in aid die 
triet; that for the year 1860, the epring term of anid eourt 
shall be holden on the eecond Monday in Mays that the 
annual enlary of the judge of enid diatrict shall be @a 400) 
that the compensation and fees of the clerk of entd court 


| «hall be one hundred per cent. over those provided and al 
| lowed by the aet to regulate feos and costa to be allowed 





pears, from evidence produced by them or on the | 


| files of the Department, that in consequence of 


the weight of the mails, they were compelled, be- 
tween the Ist of July, 1854, and the 15th of June, | 
1857, to perform extra tervice, not contemplated 
in or covered by their contract, the Postmaster 
General is to cause the accounts of the contract- 
ors for such extra service to be audited and paid | 
at a fair rate of compensation. 

The amendments of the committee were to strike | 
outin the thirteenth line the words, ‘' the Post- 


| raaster General shall cause,’’ and in line fourteen 


to strike out ‘*to”’’ and insert“ shall,’’ and at the 
end of the bill to insert‘ out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated,”’ so as to 


| make the last clause read: 


Then the accounts of said contractors for such extra 
service shall be audited and paid at a fair rate of compen 
sation, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


| appropriated. 


The amendmenta were arreed to. The bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 


| ments were concurred in, and ordered to be en- 


grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. It 
was read the third time, and passed. 


clerke and other officers of the dietriet courte of the United 
Mtates, approved February 6, lhod 


The Committee on the Judiciary reported the 
| bill with an amendment to wtrike out all after the 
| enacting clause, and insert the following: 


| That the two reguiarterme of the dietrlet conrt of the Uni 
ted Mtatee for the dletriet of Oregon, ehall hereafter be held 
at Portland, in enid district, commencing on the second 
| Monday in May nnd Beptemberin eaeh year, and no pro ens 
| Insued, or preceadiag pendin in eald court, ehall be nvolded 
| or linpaired by this change of the time and place of botding 
| the same; but all process, ball bonds, or recognizances, te 
tarnable to the neat term of eid court, ehall be returnatle 
and returned to the term of anid court next held necording 
| to thie act, in the same manner ne if eo made returmnihe on 
the face thereof, and shall have full effect necordingly 
' Mec. 2 And he Ut further enacted, Tiiat the @biry of the 
district judge of the United Mtates for eaid dietriet ahatt be 
S000. 


Mr. HALE. Before thin bill paanes, 1 want to 
know if this sum of $3,000 in a raining of the «ol! 
ary of the district judge of Oregon? 

Mr. LANE. Karly in the seasion I introduced 
this bill fixing the salary at the sum thatthe Men 

| ate agreed to in the bill lant year, which allowed 
the district judge $3,500, and had it referred to the 
Coramittee on the Judiciary, The committee re 
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Mr. HALE. Whatzoes he receive now? 

Mr. LANE. The committee fixed the salary 
at $500 less than was provided for in the bill as I 
introduced it, and itis a salary certainly as low 
as any man can discharge the duties of that office 
for. 

Mr. HALE. The question that I ask the Sen- 
ator is, what is the salary now? 

Mr. LANE. 1I did not understand the question. 
The salary now, by law, is fixed at eee. } 
will say to the Senator, however, that a bill passed 
the Senate, just at the close of the last session, 
fixing the salary at $3,500; but it was reduced in 
the House at so late u day that we had no time to 
correct it and have it passed. 

Mr. GRIMES. Will the Senator from Oregon 
allow me to ask him what is the highest salary 
paid to the judges of the supreme court of Ore- 
gon? I mean the State judges. 

Mr. LANE. Under the State constitution? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LANE. I believe $2,500. 

Mr. HALE. Iam opposed to this increase, 
We had this whole subject up a few years ago, 
and the salaries were fixed. There Lave been 


ee 


various attempts by this sort of legislation to make | 


special provisions for different judges. This sal- 
ary is higher than that which is paid to many 
judges on this side of the Rocky Mountains, and 
by a recent act of Congress the circuit judge has 
a right to order these district judges all over the 
country, and by virtue of that law the judge of 
the district court of Vermont, I see, has lately 
heen holding court in the city of New York. It 
is frequently the case that the district judges of 
Maine and 
to hold courts. 
the country, and their salary is much less than 
the district judge of Oregon is receiving now, who 
is simply confined to his own State, and holds 
his court in two places. 
subject is arranged there should be a general sys- 

tem, and | am opposed to making an individual 

exception, and raising the salary of a particular 

judge in this way. 1 move to amend the amend- 

ment by striking out $3,000, and leaving the sal- | 
ary as itis now, $2,500. 

Mr. GREEN. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is entirely mistaken when he says no judge | 
east of the mountains gets as much as $3,000. | 

Mr. HALE. I should have been mistaken if | 
1 had said so; but I never said so. 

Mr. GREEN. I certainly so understood the 
Senator. If they do get it,is that any reason why | 
the judges on the other side of the mountains 
should not have it, if there is the same necessity 
for it?) He either denied it or he did not. If he 
did not deny it, then if I can show the same neces- | 
sity for it on the other side of the mountains, of 
course he will go for it. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me to 
state what I did say? I said it was more than | 
several of the judges in the eastern States received; 
and that those judges were compelled by law to 
travel all over the circuit; and were not confined 
to their own district; in virtue of which the dis- 
triet judge of Vermont, I think, is now holding 
court in the city of New York. 

Mr. GREEN. The late judge of Vermont did 
perform duty in the city of New York, and in 
consequence of it an application was made here | 
to raise his salary. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The gentleman is mis- 
taken. That was Judge Ingersoll, of Connecti- 
cut. 

Mr. GREEN. I meant Connecticut. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Judge Smalley, of Ver- 
mont, is now holding court in New York. 

Mr. GREEN. An application was made to 
raise the salary of the judge in Connecticut, be- 
cause he had to do duty outside of his district. 
He died before the bill was passed; but it was 
reported on favorably. In these cases we must 
look to the expense of living. There is no uni- 
formity in the salaries of judges throughout the 
Union. In Louisiana, we pay them $5,000. In 
California, my recollection is, that we pay them 
$5,000. The expense of living in Qregon is about 
as much as itis in California. We pay the district 
judge in St. Louis $3,000. The Sor seege of 
the wesiern district of Missouri,at Jefferson City, 
we pay $2,500, because the expense of living is 


a a aaa ea 


I think that when this | 


Yew Hampshire are ordered to Boston || 
They are liable to travel all over | 


Instead of holding them in one sin- 


gle place, you require more terms. 


The expense of living, after being deducted from 


| his actual pay, does not leave him a fair adequate | 


compensation, such as a common lawyer would 
get. I really think it is right, and so did the 
whole committee. It was reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, of which the Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] is chairman, and he is as 
stringent as anybody can possibly be in saving 
the public money. He, as well as the rest of us, 
thought itnothing but right that this salary should 
be increased only $500. JI hope, therefore, no fur- 
ther objection will be made, and that the propo- 
sition of the Senator from New Hampshire will 
be withdrawn, and the bill permitted to pass. 

Mr. GRIMES. It oceurs to me that a very 
safe criterion by which to judge of the expense of 
living 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The Senator from Lowa will suspend 
his remarks, It is made the imperative duty of 
the Chair to call up now the special order fixed 
for half past twelve o’clock, which is the bill for 
the relief of Anson Dart. That is the bill now 
before the Senate for consideration, and the ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Oregon. 


TENNESSLE RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr. IVERSON. I desire to make a report. I 
am instructed by the Committee on Claims to 
report back House bill No. 9, to liquidate the 
unadjusted contracts of the ‘Tennessee river im- 
| provement, with a recommendation that it pass. 
As it only appropriates a small amount,and there 
is no difficulty about the case, [ ask that the Sen- 
} ate take it up now, and put it on its passage, if 
| there be no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. IVERSON. I think it will not give rise to 
any debate. 

“here being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill, which provides that all contracts made by 
the duly authorized officers of the Government, 
appointed under the act of Thirty-Second Con- 
gress making an appropriation of $50,000 for the 
improvement of the Tennessee river, shall be au- 
dited by the accounting officers of the Treasury, 
and paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear that 
bill read again, or to have the number of it, so that 
I may examine it. 

Mr. IVERSON. If the Senator desires an ex- 
planation, I can give it in a very few words. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, shall this bill be read a third time? The read- 
ing of the bill at length is again called for. It will 
be read. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As this may give rise to 
debate, I must insist on the special order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
is too late in insisting on the special order, after 
unanimous consent has been given to consider the 
bill now before the Senate. The Chair put the 











ET 


question, distinctly stated that itrequired the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to consider it at this 
time, and no objection having been then interposed, 
it cannot be set aside for the special order without 
a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that it be post- 
poned, in order to take up the special order of 
the day. 

Mr. [VERSON. If the Senator from Oregon 
will allow me, I will make a brief explanation 
that will not require two minutes; and then, I 
think, we shall have no difficulty in passing the 
bill. I will state that this bill comes from the 
House of Representatives. Some years ago Con- 
gress passed a law appropriating acertain amount 
of money to clear out obstructions in the Tennes- 
see river, and Colonel McCleliand, of the topo- 
graphical engineers, was appointed to superintend 
that work. He had augers from the War De- 
partment to employ additionalengineers. Hedid 
so; and these engineers were employed with him. 
They were civil engineers taken from the country 


It requires | 
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ported the bill with the amendment that has been | less. Here you multiply the terms of the courts 
read, and unanimously recommend its passage. || by this bill. 
f 








There is a || gineers, and a small amount of salary stil! d 
large amount of business to be done at Portland. || them, the appropriation having been exhausted 
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there. Colonel McClelland died; and there 
a small amount of accounts contracted by th 


was 
e en- 
ue to 


This bill proposes to authorize the account; 
officers to audit and settle those accounts. It is 

| recommended by the Secretary of War, because 
the accounts have been contracted by Colono| 
McClelland, the engineer-in-chief, and ought to 
be paid. It is a very small amount, as I under. 
stand. It is not designated in the bill, 

Mr. CLARK. Will the Senator state about 
what is the amount? 

Mr. IVERSON. I do not know the amount 
It is understood to be very small; a few hundred 
dollars. This bill merely proposes to audit the 
accounts contracted by the engineers, and of 
course the Government ought to pay them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think a Cit of this char- 
acter ought never to pass the Senate. It provides 
for paying what may be due upon any contracts 
which officers under the Government, appointed 
under a provision of the Thirty-Second Congress, 
may have made. Now those contracts may have 
been illegal. It involves a very important prip- 
ciple—the principle whether we are to pass es 
to pay whatever amount may be claimed under 
contracts made by the agents of the Government, 
whether those contracts are in pursuance of law 
or not. Ofcourse, this could not have been in 

ursuance of law, else it would have been paid, 

t proposes, too, to give an indefinite amount. 
We do not know what the amount may be that 
is to be paid, We should have a specific sum, at 
all events. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I think I must rise toa 
question of order upon my honorable friend, as 
well as upon the Senator from Georgia, that itis 
not proper on a motion to postpone to go intoa 
discussion of the merits of the bill. My object in 
moving to postpone was simply that we may take 
up the special order. The questions involved in 
it have been discussed; and let it be disposed of. 
This bill necessarily involves debate, and I must 
insist on the special order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
being raised, the Chair must rule thata motion to 
paren is not a question open to general debate. 

‘he motion now is on postponing the further con- 
sideration of this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ANSON DART. 
Is there any special order for 


ng 


Mr. GWIN. 
this time? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special 
order fixed by the Senate for to-day at half past 
twelve adedk is now before the Senate—the bill 
(H. R. No. 220) for the relief of Anson Dart; the 

ending question being on the amendment offered 

y the Senator from Oregon to insert the words: 
‘‘and also to the superintendents who served 
poonnony or subsequently to the said Anson 

art;’’ so that the bill will read, if the amend- 
ment be adopted: ee 

That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury De 
partment be, and they are hereby, authorized and directed 
to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to Anson Dart, late superintendent of Indian 
affairs in the Territory of Oregon, and also to the superin- 
tendents who served previously or subsequently to the said 
Anson Dart, the sum of $4,000 per annum, &c. 

Mr. LANE. I propose to state briefly my 
views in relation to this amendment, and the rea- 
son why it should be adopted. Anson Dart went 
to Oregon, as I have stated here before, in 1850; 
and he quit the service as superintendent of Indian 
affairs in the spring of 1853. He received pay 
for nearly three years, and was on duty twenty- 
one months and a half. His salary during the 
time he was in commission, or during the time he 
was superintendent of Indian affairs, amounted to 
$7,013 89. He had traveling expenses upon one 
occasion amounting to $632; and again, $1,400, 
going to and coming from Oregon. Then he had 
his board allowed him and his clerk furnished 
him while here, making his salary and traveling 
expenses altogether, $9,410 31. He received all 
this, and performed twenty-one months’ Service. 
He was paid during the whole time that he was 
superintendent of Indian affairs, as well when he 
was absent as when he was at his t of duty. 
He kept in his service clerks and interpreters, 
during his absence as well as while on duty. The 
personal expenses, therefore, of this superintend- 
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ent, who rendered but twenty-one months anda 
half service, including the clerks and interpreters 
allowed him, amounted to $17,070 31; and now 
t is asked that his salary shall be increased, for 
che term of nearly three years, $1,500 per annum, 
although he was on duty but twent -one months 
and a half. This claim to additiona pay is based 
upon expenses incurred by this man, Dr. Dart, 
in traveling to and from Oregon, and for extraor- 
dinary and efficient services performed by him 
while on duty there. : Torn y 
Lam well acquainted with the Doctor, with his 
management of Indian affairs, and with the In- 
dians of Oregon, and I am sure that I hazard noth- 
ing when I say that he did not perform his dut 
to better advantage than did other superintend- 
ents, and that he is not more entitled to this ad- 
ditional compensation than are other men who 
served in the same capacity, and discharged the 


same duty in a more efficient and proper manner | 


than he did. I hold, if the salary is to be in- 
creased at this length of time after performing 
the service, then it is right and proper that the 
increase should be made applicable to those who 
served previous and subsequent to Dr. Dart. For 
over a year and a half, 1 had charge of Indian 


affairs as superintendent in Oregon, when things | 


were in a very much more complex condition; 


when our relations with the Indians were much | 


more complex than when he went there, and much 
more dificult to bring about friendly relations 
than it was two years after I took charge. 

Before I speak of my own service, and of the 
condition of Indian affairs there, I will mention 
those who served subsequent to Dr. Dart. When 


he left that office, General Palmer was appointed, | 


and during his administration of Indian affairs, a 


general war sprung up with all the Indians. It | 


commenced in 1855, and continued until 1856— 
twelve months from the commencement of the 
war. During the whole term of that war, and the 


whole time Palmer had charge of Indian affairs, | 
he was on duty every day, at his postevery hour; | 


and no man ever discharged ghis duty more faith- 
fully than he. 


on duty in a time of comparative peace, and who 


had an easy time in the management of Indian | 


affairs, should have more pay than General Pal- 
mer, who was a very efficient man, and who ex- 
posed himself over all portions of the country, 
among the various tribes of Indians, where it was 


not very safe to go, for the purpose of maintain- | 


ing peace, and bringing about friendly relations 
with the Indians. 


Next to General Palmer,we had Captain Hedges, | 
a faithful man and an efficient agent, who dis- | 


charged his duty at the rate of pay fixed by law. 
His health failed him, and he resigned. Then 
General Nesmith was appointed, and he per- 
formed the duty until the present incumbent, Mr. 
Geary, was appointed. I think I can say that 
there is not, in any portion of our country, aman 
better qualified to discharge the duties of Indian 
superintendent than Mr. Geary, our present su- 
perintendent. He has given his entire time to the 
discharge of the duties of the office, and is as 
eflicient and capable as any man on our coast. 
He manages the affairs well, and observes the 
strictest economy in all things. Is it right, hav- 
ing jurisdiction over the same district of country 
that Dart was superintendent of, that the present 
incumbent shall not be entitled to the same com- 
pensation? I hope the Senate will not so decide. 
In looking over my own report, made previous 
to Dr. Dart’s appointment, I stated a fact that 
may not be known to the Senate. I was differ- 
ently situated frorm any other superintendent, for 
then there had been no organization of Indian af- 
fairs. Their were no agents or sub-agents. The 
superintendent discharged the entire duties. In 
my report to the Department, I said: 
_ “ Having no assistance, neither agents nor sub-agents, I 
found it necessary-to visit in person many of the tribes in 
their own country. In the month of April, I proceeded to 
the Dalles of the Columbia, called together the tribes and 
bands in that vicinity, including the De Chutes River and 
the Yakima Indians, held a talk with them, made them 
some presents to the amount of near two hundred dollars, 
and had the gratification, at the request of the chief of the 
Yakimas, to bring about a peace between that tribe and 
the Walla~-Wallas, who were at that time engaged in war.” 
I mention these things as matters of history that 
1 repeat here in my piace: 


** Early in the month of os, & received information of 
the murder of Wallace, at Fort Nisqually, on Puget 


I cannot see why Dart, who was | 


























A district of country that this superintendent | 


never visited— 


* by the Sno-qualmoo and Skywhamish Indians; and that 
the few Americans settlers in that country were much 


alarmed for the safety of their families, hourly expecting | 


to be attacked by these I:ftians, who had threatened to 
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destroy the settlements. At that time there were no troops 


in the country, excepting some eight men under Liecuten- 
ant G. W. Hawkins, of the Rifles. Lat once concluded to 
visit the Sound, and assist in putting the settlers in the best 
possible condition to resist an attack, there being only ten 


tamilies in that section of the country.”’ 1} 
I read from this report to show that, without 
any assistance; without an agent or a sub-agent— || 


it was my duty, and it was my pleasure to dis- 


charge that duty—I visited tribes in almost every || 
portion of that country, then almost an unbroken || 
| wilderness. There were very few families in the | 
country, and when they were attacked, and their | ye 
|| myself, that this bill be postponed until to-mor- 


lives in danger, though three hundred miles from 


my office, I hesitated not a moment to repair to | 


the scene of trouble, and there place myself be- 
tween the Indians and the whites, to save the 
lives of our people. Then, in this report, you 
will find that I also said: 


“‘T have observed the strictest economy in the manage- | 
I have made but few presents; | 
and in traveling through their country on several visits, | 


mentof our Indian affairs. 


which I found it necessary to make, I have incurred but 
little expense.”? 

Now, sir, during the time that I had charge of 
Indian affairs in Oregon, although I paid attor- 
neys on two occasions to defend the Indians when 
chargel with murder, in order that all the tribes 
might see that they had a fair trial, conducted in 
the same way in which the trial of a white man 
would have been, and gave $500 upon each occa- 
sion to those attorneys to defend them when the 
Indians had been indicted and put upon their trial, 
the whole of the expense that I made, including 


| clerk hire and traveling expenses, with the $1,000 
| paid these attorneys, amounted to Jess than three 


thousand dollars. This man for whom you pro- 
pose to provide an increase of salary made a much 
larger expense for the discharge of the duties for 
the same term of time. He was not on duty in 
Oregon as longas I was. I visited nearly all the 
tribes of Indians from the forty-second parallel] to 
the forty-ninth. I held a talk with fifty of the 
tribes, and, including presents, my expenses were 
less than three thousand dollars, as t am able to 
show; but he comes here asking for an increase 
of salary, though he had incurred an expense, in- 


cluding his own salary, clerk hire, and interpret- | 


ers, of $17,070 31. 

Now, if the Senate intend to pass this bill, I 
submit that they pass it with the amendment, and 
deal fairly with all the superintendents, and place 
them upon an equal footing; and if you say one 
shall have $4,000, give it to all. 
thatit is wrong to increase the salary, and it ought 
not to be done. This man ought to be satisfied 
with the salary he received. lam satisfied; I ask 
no more than I got. If it were to be tendered, I 
should say as | said once when I could have 
drawn mileage. Idid not takeit. Butin this case 
putall upon an equal footing, and allow those who 
served subsequent to him, who were on the spot 
from the moment they were appointed, and never 
abandoned their post one day, but faithfully dis- 


charged their duty, to be placed on the same foot- | 
ing where you place this man, that the salary be | 


equal, that all may fare alike; but if it should 
operate at all against any, it should against this 
man who made this enormous expense to the 
Government in the management of Indian affairs. 

Here I wild turn the Senate to his own report. 
He says, in relation to these thirteen treaties that 
he made and brought to Washington, not one of 
which was ever considered, or acted upon, or rat- 
ified : 

*“T have received, also, the sum of $350 87 from Gov- 
ernor John P. Gaines, (while acting as chairman of the 
‘board of commissioners to treat with the Indian tribes 
west of the Cascade mountains,’) for treaty purposes. This 
sum, together with $3,000 borrowed from General John 
Adair, collector of the customs at Astoria, was used in 
negotiating the thirteen treaties with the Oregon Indians, 
during August and September, 1851 ; all of which has been 
duly accounted for.’’ 

Now, sir, this man Dart, in making the treaties 
with a few scattered bands along the coast, cost 
the Government a great deal more than all m 
expenses during the whole time I served, thoug 
it was a longer term than his. In addition to this, 
he has been allowed thousands of dollars, as is 
established by the figures I presented. I hope 
that the amendment will be adopted. 


My judgment is | 





| 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
frgm Oregon. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, It was my wish to make 
an explanation of the merits of the bill to the Sen- 
ate; but finding that it is now very near the time 
when the order of the day must necessarily be 
called up, | move to postpone this bill, and make 





| it the special order fur half past twelve o'clock to- 


morrow. I intend to address the Senate upon it; 
but I do not intend to make a long explanation; 
and, with that view, I shall condense my remarks 
as muchas possible. I have not had the pleasure 
of hearing all that the Senator from Oregon has 
said. At times [ was not present; at other times 
I could not hear what the honorable Senator said. 
I therefore ask, as somewhat a personal favor to 


row morning at half past twelve o’clock, at which 
time I hope to make a satisfactory explanation of 
this bill, though nota very lengthy one. It is now 
within three minutes of the time for the special 
order. 

The motion was agreed to; and the further con- 
sideration of the bill was postponed to and made 
the special order for to-morrow at half past twelve 
o’clock. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It being so 
near the hour of one o’clock, the Chair will call 
the consideration of the Senate to the special or- 
ders. To-day having been assigned, by previous 
order, for the consideration of the Private Calen- 
dar, and by another order, the resolutions of the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis} having 
been assigned specially for this hour, it devolves 
on the Senate to decide which of these several as- 
signments shall be considered at this time. ‘The 
Chair will suggest that a motion to postpone one 
or the other will be the mode of deciding it. 

Mr. IVERSON. In order to test the sense of 
the Senate, | move the postponement of the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from Mississippi, so that 
the Senate may go on with the Private Calendar. 

Mr. MASON. I said to the honorable Seva- 
tor who has charge of the Private Calendar that 
if it was the pleasure of the Senate to take it up, l 
certainly should not object. My convenience is 
really not involved in it. Iam not going to de- 
tain the Senate with any long speech; but if the 
subject is postponed, I should iesien the Senate 
to fix the time to which itis to be postponed, that 
I may know when I may be heard. 1 ask the 
Senate to postpone in until Monday, under the im- 
pression that then the debate upon it will end, and 


| that the vote will be taken. 


Mr. IVERSON. 1 will modify my motion to 
that extent, that the resolutions be postponed 
until Monday, at one o’clock. 

Mr. GWIN, It is well known that there is 
another special order for that day, and there is 
one for next Tuesday, and one for next Wednes- 
day, and one for next Thursday. These resolu- 
tions have postponed a special order which was 
made for three days of this week: the bill to es- 
tablish overland service to California; a bill of 
great importance to my constituents, | think we 
had better go on with these resolutions to-day 
and complete them at once. We have passed a 
great many private bills, as the Senator from 
Georgia knows. We have devoted a great deal 
of time to them. We have passed no bills of pub- 
lic importance, or very few; and I think we had 
better go on and occupy the short time we are 
going to occupy with these resolutions, and bring 
them to a close at once. Certainly, so far as I 
am concerned, I think the public interests are suf- 
fering; 1 know the interests of my constituents 
are greatly suffering, for the want of iegislation 
on bills of public importance. I do not object to 
the consideration of private bills, but I do not 
think we ought to devote more time to them than 
to other matters. It is well known that on Mon- 
day next there is a special order; and the Senator 
from Delaware, not now here, (Mr. Bayarp,] 
has the floor upon it—the Florida claims bill, a 
bill which has been postponed time and again. 
Then, we must have an immediate consideration 


of the question about the overland mails, or we 
cannot have any service, and it will be entirely 
useless. I should like to take that up to-day, if 


these resolutions do-not come up. It is infinitely 
more important than the Private Calendar. f 
hope the postponement will not take place. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Georgia, to 
postpone the resolutions named, and make then 
the special order for Monday next. 

Mr. HALE. | ask for a division of that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. MASON. Unless there is a day fixed for 
it, | hope the Private Calendar will be postponed, 
so that we may go on with the discussion. As I 
said before, my own convenience is not involved 
in it at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Hampshire demands that the question 
be divided. Then the question will first be on 


| 


| 
| 





| 


i| 


the postponement of the resolutions, without fix- | 


ing a day specially for their consideration. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the Senator will 
not insist on a division. 
of the Senators who have spoken, by letting the 
resolutions go over to Monday. Lhope so. Ido 
not like to throw aside the Private Calendar, un- 
less the Senator from Virginia insists, as he docs 
not, on proceeding now. 

Mr HALE. As one of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, | have been trying 


Let us meet the views |! 


for something like two months to get the Senate | 


to consider the great proposition alluded to by the 
Senator from California. The existing contracts 
for carrying the mail from here to the Pacific coast 


will expire on the 30th of June, and if we do not | 


mean to be at the mercy of the steamship compa- 
nies, We must consider that bill. 
have as much courtesy as anybody. I am will- 
ing that anybody shall make speeches as long as 
he pleases, provided he does not insist on my 
staying to hear them; but 1 cannot, consistently 
with my sense of what I owe to the country, con- 
sent to devote any more of the time of the Senate 
to these fractional differences of opinion among 
sectional parties—I believe that is the whole of it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My only object is to con- 
sider one or two bills on the Private Calendar in 
which some of my constituents are interested, 
which I hope may be reached. The other day 
one of them was objected to, and it now stands 
early on the Calendar. I shall vote for the mo- 
tion to postpone; but I do not wish to prevent the 
Senator frem Virginia from being heard now or 
on Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
1s on the mouon to postpone the resolutions until 
Monday. 

Mr. 1VERSON. I will make a solitary expla- 
nation, and then withdraw the motion | have made. 
Lam willing to let the Senator from Virginia go 
on to-day—lI understand he will not occupy per- 
haps more than one hour—with the understand- 
‘ng that the Private Calendar will be taken up 
vfter he concludes; and for this reason: I am in- 
formed by my colleague that he desires to address 
the Senate on these resolutions, but is not pre- 
pared to do so to-day. He desires, after the 
Senator from Virginia concludes his remarks, to 
obtain the oor and address the Senate on Mon- 
day. For the accommodation of the Senator from 
Virginia, as well as of my colleague, I will with- 
draw the motion, and let the Senator from Virginia 
zo on with his remarks, and at the conclusion of 
his speech, | hope we shall go on with the Pri- 
vate Calendar. 


Mr. HALE. 


I trust that I | 


I renew the motion, and ask for 


the yeas and nays on it, for the purpose of pro- | 


ceeding with the Private Calendar. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As many Sen- 
ators as will postpone the consideration of the 
resolutions will answer ‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I rise to a question of or- 


der. The hour of one o'clock having arrived, I 


inquire if the Private Calendar is not now the | 


regular order of business. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 


stated in the outset that both these questions were 
made the special order for this hour, and it was 
for the Senate to decide which should be post- 
poned and which should be considered; and that 
is the question they are now considering. 

Mr GWIN. 1 have but a single word to say 
on this subject. I do not wish to interrupt the 
Senator from Virginia in making his speech; 
bat after he gets through I shall insist, instead 
of going on with the Private Calendar, that we 
take up what has been the special order three 


|| should get rid of this subject, which has detained 
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routes. I am willing to allow the Senator to pro- | like the man who stood on the steps of the Astor 


ceed with his speech, but after that I shall cer- 
| tainly insist on taking up that bill. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I merely wish to say one 
_word. There are several special orders in which 
| I feel a deep interest, and I think it is time we 


| the Senate so long; and for that purpose I pro- 
| pose, if no one else will do it, when these resolu- 

tions shall again be taken up, to make a motion 
| that the vote on them be taken at some fixed hour, 
| that Senators who desire to vote may be here, and 
| that we get rid of them—get them outof the way 
of the business of the Senate. I hope we shall 
take up the resolutions now, and hear what the 
Senator from Virginia has to say on the subject; 
and then I give notice that I shall make a motion 
to take the vote on them at some early oo 


that they may be out of our way, and out of the 
way of other business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is onthe motion to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the resolutions. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ididnotunderstand whether 
the Senator from Virginia was desirous of address- 
ing the Senate to-day, or whether it would equally 
suit his convenience if the subject was postponed 
until Monday. 

Mr. MASON. I stated, very distinctly and 

| very truthfully, that my convenience is really not 
involved in it. On the motion to postpone I shall 
not vote; but if the subject is postponed, I should 
prefer that a day should be fixed for it, and would 
prefer that day to be Monday; but [I am perfectly 


willing and ready to go on to-day or Monday, as || 


| the Senate please. 
venience. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. The motion is to post- 

| pone generally, and not particularly ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
generally, without fixing a particular hour orany 
given day. 

Mr. DAVIS. The motion now is, to postpone 
' without fixing a day. Is it in order to move an 

amendment to that, to fix a day? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the 
original motion. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire demanded a division. The Chair thought 
it divisible, the question involving two distinct 
propositions. 

Mr. DAVIS. Andadivision ismade. Have 
not the Senate a right to vote on a day certain, 
before they vote onan indefinite postponement? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks the proper order would be, in the first place 
to decide whether the Senate will postpone at all; 
and, if they decide to postpone, then to fix a 

| day. 

Mr. MALLORY. I desire to say that I wish 
to see a speedy determination of these resolutions 
and a vote upon them at an early day; but I do 
not wish to displace the Private Calendar. We 
have given it very little attention during the ses- 
sion. This is probably one of the last days we 
shall have an opportunity of attending to it. I 
shall vote in favor of postponing the resolutions 
for that reason. I presume we shall take them 
up on Monday. 

Mr. HALE. 


It is no question of my con- 


I want to give notice that if this 


discussion is to go on, and the little time that we re- | 
main here is to be devoted to these sortofspeeches, | 
| I think I shall take my pevilege: with the rest, of | 


putting in my views, and that the thing will not be 
confined altogether to the other side & the House; 
but I am against taking them up at all. | want to 
| proceed with the business of the Senate; and | 
think it is idle to suppose that as soon as the Sen- 
ator from Virginia has done, we shall be in a situ- 
ation to take a vote. If I recollect the effect of 
the eloquence of that Senator, it is not always of 
| the quiescent character; but it is a little of the pro- 
vocative sometimes, and it will be very likely to 


|| call out other speeches; and I think, if I am any 


| 


judge of physiognomy, on the other side, there 
_are gentlemen now that are loaded on this subject, 
| and that will debate it. I think it is the duty of 
the Senate to come to the question, and decide 


|| whether they will attend to the practical business 
| of legislation or whether they will devote their 
|| time to hearing these theoretical expositions. My 


friend from Massachusetts here [Mr. Witson} 
thinks we can come to an end by giving time. 


days this week—the bill to establish overland mail || Why, sir, giving time to hear these speeches is 


next || 
week, say four or five o’clock on Monday, so | 


To postpone |, 














| to get by. He had justas ho 
| just as good a prospect of what he was waitine 


House in Broadway, and waited for the procession 
ful a position and 


for, as we have of putting an end to this discus. 
sion by giving a chance for gentlemen to go on 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me io 
ask him one question? 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr.GREEN. How many days have been cop. 
sumed, or hours, in discussing these resolutions? 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator had asked me how 
many weeks, I could have answered. This whole 
week, to begin with. We have not done anything 
else this week. e 

Mr. GREEN. That is not correct. 

Mr. HALE. That is the way I understand jt. 
I speak with the best knowledge I have. 

Mr. GREEN. You misunderstand a great many 
things. 

Mr. HALE. _ If I do not get wider of the mark 
than that, I shall be more accurate than most mey 
onthis floor. Of course, the Senator from Vir- 
ginia knows I have none but the kindest feelings 
towards him, and the highest respect, but, sir, | 
want to make an issue between theoretical and 


_ practical speeches. ‘Thatis the position I occupy, 


The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. GREEN, when his name was called, said: 


| I desire to know exactly what the vote is. Is jt 


to postpone the Private Calendar, or the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Mississippi? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resoly- 
tions. 

Mr. GREEN. So I thought. 
isfy others. 

The result was then announced—yeas 15, nays 


I asked to sat- 


| 30; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, 
Clingman, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Hale, 
Hamlin, Mallory, Polk, Summer, and Ten Eyck—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bragg, Bright, Brown, Cam- 


| eron, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Green, Gwin, Hammond, 
| Harlan, Hemphill, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson 
of Tennessee, Kennedy@ Lane, Nicholson, Powell, Rice, 


Saulsbury, Sebastian, Slidell, ‘Thomson, ‘Toombs, Trum 
bull, Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—30. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. So the Senate 
refuses to postpone the consideration of the reso- 
lutions offered by the Senator from Mississippi, 


| and they are now before the Senate, and on them 
| the Senator from Virginia has the floor. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I voted to postpone these 
resolutions to Monday, and if that motion had 
prevailed, I should then have voted to assign them 
for that day ; and in the hope now that the Sen- 
ate will look upon the subject as I do, and con- 
clude to postpone them until Monday, and assign 
Monday for their consideration, understanding it 
to be agreeable to the Senator from Virginia, | 
submit the motion that they be postponed until 
Monday, and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day. I dw it because I believe it is the very best 
possible course for us to pursue. We have sey- 
eral special orders. In my judgment, the best 
method of getting rid of the special orders, all of 
them, is to take them up precisely as they stand 
and hold on to each one until we dispose of it, 
and not alternate, not take up one special order, 


| discuss it for days, and then lay it aside and take 
up another. I am willing to hold on to this unt 


we dispose of it; but I want very much to devote 
to-day to private bills; and in the hope that the 
other side of the Senate and this will be willing 
to postpone these resolutions until Monday, and 
make them the special order of the day, | make 
that motion. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion that that motion is not now in order, 
and for this reason: the original motion made was 
precisely the same as that which the Senator 
from Maine now makes. The Senator from New 
Hampshire demanded a division of that question, 
so that the first question was upon postponing at 
all. That not prevailing, the Senate refused to 
postpone at all. Had that prevailed, then the 
question upon the second branch of the motion 
would have arisen to assign them for a particular 
day. This motion, presenting two distinct points, 
is subject to division again, upon the call of any 
member, so that the same question would occur 
again, which has just been decided. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Chair will pardon me, 
I will say that I think the Senator from Georgia 
submitted a motion to postpone this subject untl 
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Monday, and to make it the special order of the 
day for Monday. He withdrew that motion, and 
then the Senator from New Hampshire moved 
simply to postpone; and the two propositions were 
not before the Senate when the question was put. 
Such is my recollection; and IL inquire of the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire if he did not submit 
the motion which was finally put to the Senate— 
not the original motion which was divided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Any member 
can demand a division of the Senator’s motion, 
and that would present precisely the question 
which has just been settled—that they will not 
postpone. The Chair dedides the motion not in | 


order. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (No. 503) making fur- 
ther appropriations for the service of the Post | 
Office Department .during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1860, in which the concurrence 
of the Senate was requested. 

The message further announced that the House | 
had agreed to the sixth, seventh, ninth, tenth, and | 
eleventh amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No. 4) making appropriations for the consular 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 186]; and had 
disagreed to the first, second, third, fourth, fifth | 
eighth, and twelfth amendments of the Senate to 
the said bill. 

The message further announced that the House 
had agreed to the first, fifth, sixth, seventh, and 
ninth amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No. 499) to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1860; disagreed to the fourth, | 
and eighth amendments of the Senate; and agreed 





to the second and third amendments of the Senate | 
with amendments. 


ILOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (No. 503) making further appropria- 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1860, 
was, on motion of Mr. Gwin, read twice by its 
tide, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 4) making appro- | 





priations for the consular and diplomatic expenses || 


of the Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1861, disagreed to by the House of Repre- 
sentatives: and, on motion of Mr. Gwin, it was 


Ordered, That the bill and the amendments be referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and that they be printed. | 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- | 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 499) to supply de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1860, dis- 
agreed to by the House of Representatives, and 
the amendments of the House to other amend- 





| 
ments of the Senate to the bill; and, on motion of | 
Mr. Gwin, it was 


Ordered, That the bill and amendments be referred to || 


the Commiitee on Finance. | 
RELATIONS OF STATES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions submitted by Mr. Davis on the Ist of | 
March, relative to the rights of the States, the | 
institution of slavery, the power of the Federal | 
Government over the Territories, the right of the 
citizens of each State to emigrate to the Territo- | 
ries with any property recognized by the States, 
and the duty to protect such rights of property. | 

Mr.MASON. Mr. President 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Before the Senator from | 
Virginia proceeds, will he permit me to make a_ 
notion fixing some time to take the vote on these 
resolutions ? 

Several Senators. That cannot be done. 

_ Mr. BENJAMIN. When the Senator has fin- | 
ished I shall propose it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair wiil 
take this occasion to suggest, that it is not in the | 
power of the Senate to enforce such an order; and 
therefore it would not be in order to be enter- 
tained. It could only be by common consent, and 
panera understanding, as to the fixing of an 

our. There is no previous question recognized | 














| 
| 


| postponed; and I move an executive session. 





} 





in the Senate, and debate cannot be closed at a 
iven hour; so that no given hour can be fixed 
or taking the vote on any question. 
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mittee on the Judiciary to report the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That a minority of the Committee on the Ju- 











i | 
Mr. MASON addressed the Senate for two |} diciary be,and are hereby, authorized to take testimony of 


hours. 
pendix.] 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President-— 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator give way for 
a motion for an executive session? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 

Mr.GREEN. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this subject until Monday at one | 
o’clock. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Any time that suits the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 addressed the Chair be- 
fore the motion was put. I make no objection to 
the postponement, but I desire to suggest that we 
have a common understanding that when this | 
matter is taken up on Monday, we finish it. 1 
had proposed, this morning, to make a motion 
that we should take the vote at a particular hour 
on Monday. It is suggested that we cannot do 
that; thatif gentlemen choose to speak later than 
the hour designated, it will be impossible to take 
a vote at that hour. I shall, therefore, not make 
that motion; but I trust no gentleman will find it 
discourteous on Monday, if, after we begin the 
debate on this subject, the Senate should refuse 
to adjourn to enable him to make a set speech the 
nextday; but that those who desire to speak will 
come here prepared to speak, and when the debate 
is through as a debate, and no longer in the char- 
acter of set speeches, let us take a vote. If we 
do not adopt that course, we shall certainly be 


[His speech will be published in the Ap- 





| unable to do any business this session, 


Mr. TOOMBS. I concur with my friend from 
Louisiana. If the Senate desires to have a vote 
on the resolutions, it will afford me a great deal 
of pleasure to say what I have to say now. [‘* Oh, 
no!’’)} I desire to be heard; but if it suits the 
Senate, | would as soon go on now. 

Mr. GREEN, Laska short executive session, 
if it meets the approbation of the Senate. There 
are some matters which ought to be attended to. 

Mr. HALE and Mr. WILSON. Oh, no; let 
us go on. 

Mr. BROWN. It is too late now. 

Mr. GREEN. The subject has already been 


Mr. HALE. I move to reconsider the vote 
postponing the subject until Monday. I under- 
stand the Senator from Georgi is as ready to go 
on now as Monday. [*‘ No!’’} 

Mr. TOOMBS. I say, if the Senate desires to 
conclude the question, | will go on now. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. We cannot take a vote 
to-day, because it is not expected; but if it is 
announced in advance that we shall go on upon 
Monday, and, as soon as the debate 1s through, 
take a vote, it will interfere with nothing else. 


’ 





on the Judiciary. 


all witnesses in the matter of the petitions heregofore re- 
ferred to said committee, praying the impeachment of Ion, 


John C. Watrous, a judge of the United States for the east- 
ern district of Texas. 


Mr. Speaker, the necessity for that resolution 
arises from the difficulty which exists in keeping 
present continuously a quorum of the Committee 
It is necessa ry, in order to get 


| through with the matter we have before us, to sit 
| during the sessions of the House, and, in order 





Mr. HALE. Ii think that comes a little un- 
graciously from the Senator from Louisiana, The 
whole talking has been on the other side of the 
House. Some of us may want to say a word or 
two. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from New 
Hampshire does not understand me surely, or he 
would not have made the remark. I propose that 
on Monday next, after the Senator from Georgia 
has spoken, we go on with the debate, and hear 
every gentleman that desires to be heard, but have 
no more adjournments for the purpose of having 
set speeches. I propose to continue the debate 


until we are feady to vote. 
Mr. HALE. That is a very good idea. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. ' 


Mr. GREEN. Now, I beg of the Senate to 
give me a short executive session. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and afier some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, May 18, 1860. 


The House metat eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 
“he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


JUDGE WATROUS. 
Mr. HICKMAN, [am instructed by the Com- 


that we may do so with a practical result, I am 


| directed to offer the resolutign before the House. 


There was no objection to the introduction of 
the resolution; and it wks adopted. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. REYNOLDS. [ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the House to make a report from the 
Committee on the Judiciary on several bills in 
| reference to the Court of Claims. 

I move that the substitute L report, and the 
bills I report back, be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and, with the accom- 
panying written report, ordered to be printed. 
“he title of the bill T report is as follows: ** A bill 
to repeal an act entitled ‘An act establishing a 
court for the investigation of claims against the 
United States,’approved February 24, 1855, and 
the several acts amendatory thereof and relative 
thereto, and to provide for the determination of 
claims against the United States in the district 
| and circuit courts of the Uniied States.” I am 
instructed to report adversely on the following 
papers, and to move, also, that they may be 
ovinted, in order that the House may have before 
it all the propositions that have been made on the 
subject. There is one bill introduced by the 
gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Nupiack,} one by 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. tg 
one by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
Grow. 

Mr. COBB. I certainly object to an adverse 
| reportupon my bill. 1 think thatthe proposition 
I have offered ought to be adopted by the House. 

Mr.REYNOLDS. If the gentleman is desirous, 
I will withhold his bill. 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection to tue com- 
mittee retaining it, if they want to reconsider their 
action on it. 

Mr. BRANCH. I understand that these bills 
are only reported for the purpose of having them 
| printed, 

Mr.REYNOLDS. Yes, sir. The papers Iam 
| instructed to report on adversely are these: 

Senate bill No. 53, to amend an act to estab- 
lish a court for the investigation of claims against 
the United States, approved February 24, 1855; 

House bill No. 46, to repeal an act to estab- 
lish a Court of Claims; 

House bill No. 25, to amend an act to estab- 
lish a court for the investigation of claims against 
the United States, so as to permit the creditors of 
the Government to sue in the district courts of the 
United States; 

House bill No. 98, to amend an act to estab- 
lish a court for the investigation of claims against 
the United States, approved February 24, 1855; 
and 

A remonstrance of members of the Philadelphia 
bar against the proposed amendment of the act 
establishing a court to investigate claims against 


| 
the United States. 
Mr. HOUSTON. If my colleague on the Com- 





mittee on the Judiciary will permit me, I will put 

a question. There seem to be three or four bills 

reported back, all of which propose a repeal, in 

one form or another, of the act establishing a Court 

of Claims. I was not present when there was 

action in the committee on these cases. I would 
ask what it is proposed to do? 

Mr. REYNOLDS. I report a substitute for 
all the propositions referred to us, and I move that 
it be printea with the accompanying report; and, 
in order that the whole subject may be before the 
House, I move thatthe bills reported on adversely 
also be printed. To keep the subject before the 
House, I move that the subject be recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis seed worth while to 
have the bilis reported on adversely, pointes, I 

' presume that the better course aoa e to have 
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only the substitute and the report of the commit- 
tee printed. Perhaps it would be well to have 
the Senate bill printed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS. As several propositions 
in regard to the Court of Claims have been pro- 
posed, [| thought it would be best to have them 
all printed, in order that the House, when it is 
called to act on the subject, might have them all 
before it. I move that the bills be printed, and 
that the motion to recommit be entered. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 


Mr. HAWKINS. 


I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introducea bill for reference | 


merely. It isa bill in reference to holding the 
terms of the United States courts in Florida. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for. 

Mr. TAPPAN. What is that? 

The SPEAKER. Itis the Senate amendments 
to the consular and diplomatic bill, reported to the 
House yesterday from the Committee of the W hole 
on the state of the Union; and upon which the 
main question has been ordered to be put. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
R. No. 4) making appropriations for the consular. 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th June, 1861. 

First and second amendments: 

Page 2, line twenty-one, strike out * secretary of lega 
tion to China acting as,’’ and insert after the word “ inter- 
preter’? the words, ** to the legation to China ;” so that the 
clause will read: 

For salary of the interpreter to the legation to China, 
$5,000. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a concurrence. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I call for a division upon 
that amendment. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers, and appointed 
Messrs. Coss and Out. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 43, noes 51. 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

Third amendment: 


Page 2, line twenty-seven, insert the words “from the | 
ist day of January, 1860, to the Ist day of July, in the same 
year, $1,250; and for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of 
June, 1861; so that the clause will read: 

For compensation to the interpreter to the mission to | 
Japan, trom the Ist day of January, 1860, to the Ist day of | 
July in the same year, $1,250; and for the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th day of June, 1861, $2,500. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 

Page 3, line forty-three, after the word “ hundred,’’ in- 
sert the Words “and twenty-five;’’ so that the clause shall 
rend : 

lor the relief and protection of American seamen in for- 
Cign countries, $225,000. 

‘The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 


Page, 3, line forty-four, insert the words “ $75,000 of 
which is to be used in the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1860;°" so that the clause will read as follows : 

Por the relief and protection of American seamen in for- 
cign countries, $225,000 ; $75,000 of which is to be used in 
ihe fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1860. 

The Comunittee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Page 4, line forty-seven, insért the following clause : 

Fer expeuses which may be incurred in acknowledg- 
ing the services of the masters and crews of foreign vessels 
in rescuing citizens of the United States from shipwreck, 
$10,006. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. | 

Seventh amendment: 

Page 3, line sixty, strike out the word “ Simoda” from | 
the list of consuls general. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Riehth amendment: 


Page 5, line ninety-six, after the clause “ for compensa- 
tion of the commissioner, secretary, chief astronomer and 


i 

; 1 
Sixth amendment: 
| 


| Mr. OLIN. No objection is in order. 





surveyor, assistant astronomer and surveyor, clerk, and for 
| provisions, transportation, and contingencies of the com- 
| mission to run and mark the boundary line between the 
| United States and the British possessions bounding on 
Washington Territory, $150,000 ;” insert the following : 
Provided, That when the boundary line is determined 
between the Pacific ocean and the Rocky Mountains any 


unexpended balance of this appropriation shall be applica- 


ble to the deté@rmination of that portion of the boundary 
which lies east of the Rocky Mountains, and which has not 
| as yet been traced on the face of the earth; and that the 
United States commissioner be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized, in connection with the commissioner of Great Britain, 
to determine and trace said boundary line eastward of the 
Rocky Mountains, as far as the Lake of the Woods. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 


Page 6, line one hundred and eleven, insert the follow- 
ing clause: 

For expenses incurred, under instructions from the Sec- 
| retary of State, in bringing bome from foreign countries 
persons charged with crime, and expenses incident thereto, 
£10,000, 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union recommended a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 


Page 6, line one hundred and fifteen, insert the following : 

To enable the Secretary of State to defray the cost of a 
prison-ship at Canton, in China, from the Ist day of Jan- 
| uary, 1854, to the Ist day of January, 1857, and for com- 
pensation of the marshal of the consular court at Canton 
trom January 1, 1854, to 15th of December, 1857, $4,760, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary. 


the Union recommended a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


Page 6, linc one hundred and twenty-four, insert the fol- 
lowing: 

For compensation of the consuls at the five ports in 
China, to wit: Kwangchow, Amoy, Fuchow, Ningpo, and 
Shanghae, from the Ist of July, 1855, to the 3lst of Decem- 
ber, 1856, $9,000. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union recommended a non-concurrence. 

Mr. BRANCH. The Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs, to whom this matter was specially re- 


| ferred, reported in favor of a concurrence in this | 


amendment, and the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was only made, as it will be remembered, to pre- 
vent the breaking up of the committee. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union was 
overwhelmingly in favor of this amendment. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I suppose the gentleman 
thinks so because he was in favor of it. I desire 
| to say that the Committee of Ways and Means 
| have uniformly reported against the payment of 
| these consuls. 


| Mr. McPHERSON. 


I object to this debate. 


| It is all out of order. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 

Amend the title by adding at the end thereof the words, 
** and for other purposes.”’ 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. As all the 

/ amendments have now been acted upon, I move to 

_ reconsider the votes by which the several amend- 

| ments were concurred and non-concurred in; and 

| Lalso move to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


| The latter motion was agreed to. 
} 


STRNOGRAPHER FOR A COMMITTEE, ETC. 


Mr. OLIN. I offer the following resolution, 
and upon it 1 demand the previous question: 


Resolved, That the select committee under the resolution 
| of this House of March 5, be authorized to employ a stenog- 
| rapher at the same rate of compensation as that received 
| by the Globe reporters ; and also that said committee have 
leave, from time to time, during the progress of their invest- 
igations, to have the testimony taken before them printed. 


| Mr. WINSLOW. I object to that resolution. 
Itisa 
privileged matter. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 


Mr. WINSLOW. There is no report of the 
committee on the subject that I know of. 

Mr. OLIN. Certainly the gentleman is mis- 
taken. I assert that itis a report of the committee, 


| 

} . . . 
|| this is a report from a committee. 
| 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


| 





| 


| 








| 


| 
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| they will disgrace themselves and the eount 





| ance of the 


and I was instructed by the committee to make jt 
Certainly the gentleman cannot say that it is not 
so, or he has not been there half of the time 

Mr. WINSLOW. I have seen no record of tho 
committee which authorizes any such report 

Mr. OLIN. I was instructed by the commit. 
tee to make the report, and it is evident that jr 
we are to do anything at all, we ought to be por- 
mitted to do itnow. There are obstacles enoyeh 
thrown in our way, without such a war as this 
being waged against us. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is very well that some 
restraint should be put upon them, for if it is not, 
worse than they have done already. y 

Mr. BURNETT. [rise to a point of order. 
Itis, that that cannot be the report of a committer. 
It cannot be such a report as is contemplated | y 
the resolution submitting this matter to the com. 
mittee for investigation, and it has never been thy 
practice of this House, so far as my knowledge 
extends, to allow committees to bring in, under 
color of reports, resolutiens of this character, 

There are two subjects embraced in this reso- 
lution. The committee ask, first, for a stenoe- 
rapher, and second, that they may be permitted 
to publish the testimony from time to time, If 
the Chair decides that this is a report from a com- 
mittee, I should like the Chair to explain to the 
House how a resolution to print the proof from 
time to time can be a report from the committee 
until the report is made, and the proof is befor 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. The question is upon agreeing 
to the resolution. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution wili be di- 
vided. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
previous question. 

Mr. OLIN. I have already called the previous 
question upon the resolution. 

Mr. BURNETT. I would ask how the Chair 
decided upon my point of order. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair decided against 
the point of order. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. OLIN. I move to lay the appeal upon 
the table. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
upon the motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 hope we shall have the 
yeas and nays. I want to see who will vote 
against a resolution of this kind. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman can see that 
very well. We are not afraid to vote upon this 
side of the House. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish to make an inquiry of 
the gentleman who reported this resolution before 
Il vote. I wish to ask him if the resolution was 
adopted at a regular meeting of the committee. 

M . OLIN. I have great pleasure in inform- 
ing the gentleman that it was; and it is not likely 
that I should have got up here and stated that it 
was areport from the committee unless it had 
been. 

Mr. TAYLOR. The gentleman misconceives 
the motive of my inquiry. It once took place 
since this House has been in session, that a res- 
olution was adopted at a meeting of a committee 
which was not a regular one. I merely asked 
the question in order that I might have the assur- 
‘ntleman upon the subject. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state 
upon the point of order, that the committee which 
reports this resolution hasa right to report at any 
time. The gentleman from New York:states that 
this resolution isa report from the committee, and 
the Chair must take the statement of the gentle- 
man as verity. 

Mr. HOUSTON obtained the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. If this question is debatable, 
I should like to be heard upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debat- 
able, but the Chair will hear suggestions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not want to debate the 
question, but I want to ask the Chair to have the 
resolution read under which the committee was 
appointed. The question is not whether the com- 
mittee was authorized to report at any time, but 


I call for a division of the 


I call the 


I ask the yeas and nays 
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whether they are authorized to make reports at 
any time on matters outside of those referred to 

m. 

Othe SPEAKER. The question is upon laying 
the appeal upon the table. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the Chair have the 
resolution of the 5th of March, organizing this 
committee, read ? rt 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, and others, 

bjected. 

. The SPEAKER. That resolution 1s not here. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, under 
the demand for the yeas and nays on the motion 
to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. BRANCH stated that he had been re- 
euested to announce that Mr. Lanprum had | 
paired off with Mr. Hare until Saturday next, 
at twelve o’clock. 

Before the Clerk had concluded the call of the | 
ro l, . 

; Mir. BURNETT said: Since the Clerk com- | 
menced calling the roll, I have seen the resolution 
under which the committee was appointed. I am 

satisfied that the Chair has decita coteectty, and | 
| will therefore ask leave to withdraw the appeal. 
The resolution confers larger powers on the com- 
mittee than I had supposed het itdid. I think | 
the House ought never to have given such powers | 
to the committee. | 

There being no objection, the appeal was with- | 
drawn. 






The question recurred upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is a branch of that | 
resolution that i did not know was in it. I un- | 
derstand that it proposes to authorize the com- | 
mittee to have their testimony printed, from time 
to ume, as they please. 
meant by that—whether it is to be printed merely | 
for the private use of the committee. If the com- 
mittee intend to keep it in their own possession, | 
then I have no objection to it; but if the report is 
to go to the public by piecemeal, every gentleman | 
will see at once thatit would be wrong, and might 
do injustice to parties who might be implicated by 
the testimony. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I will state that the same 
privilege has been extended to a dozen commit- 
tees since I have been a member of the House; 
and has been extended, during this session, to | 
the Judiciary Committee, of which the gentleman 
from Alabama is a member. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know that it has | 
been extended to the Judiciary Committee. It 
was extended to them at the last session on my 
motion; but | expressly stated that the testimony 
so printed would be under the control of the com- 
mittee, and would not be allowed to be made 
public. 


Mr. EDWARDS. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


I ask if this debate is in | 





the select committee, I desire tosaya word. There 
seems to be some dispute among some of the mem- 
bers of the committee. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I object to debate. The | 
previous question has been demanded. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Illinois. I am a member | 
of this committee, and I desire to make a state- | 
ment personal to myself. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope my | 
colleague will be heard. 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Illinois. One of the mem- | 
bers of the committee has stated that this resolu- | 
tion was not ordered to be reported, as he under- | 
stood. I only rise for the purpose of saying that | 
I have no recollection of bets present at any | 
meeting of the committee when authority was | 
given to report this resolution. I donot say that | 
it was not done; but I was not present when such | 
authority was conferred. | 
Mr. BRANCH. I withdraw the demand for | 
adivision of the question, with the understanding | 
that this evidence is to be used confidentially, < 
to be kept in the hands of the committee. 
_Mr. WINSLOW. I beg leave to say, in jus- | 
tice to myself and to my colleague on the com- | 
mittee, [Mr. Ropinson,] that we were not present | 
when this resolution was agreed to, as the min- 
utes of the committee show. I was taken b 
surprise when the resolution was offered. I had | 
previously informed the chairman of the commit- | 
tee that | would not consent to the resolution; and | 
I did not suppose it possible that the diseourtesy | 


| 
j 
| 
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would be done me to take up the resolution when 
I was not present. There is no doubt that it 
would be a great convenience to have the testi- 
mony printed; but as to making it, when one 
confidential, and keeping it from the public eye, 
you, Mr. Speaker, with all your power, in that 
chair, and this House, cannot do that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know that, during the last 
Congress, the Committee on the Judiciary had a 
large amount of evidence printed for the use of 
the members of the committee, but no particle of 
that evidence went out to the public. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. OLIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the || 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


STEAMBOAT PASSENGER BILL. 
Mr. REAGAN. Lask the House this morn- 


ing to take up the motion to reconsider the vote 
upon the Military Academy bill. It will give rise 
to no debate, and we are very anxious to dispose 
of it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 demand the 


regular order of business—the special order, the 


| steamboat passenger bill. 


Mr. TAPPAN. Is itin order to move to post- 
one the special ordeg? 

The SPEAKER. Itis 

Mr. TAPPAN. Then I move to postpone the 


| special order until Tuesday next, with a view of 


taking up the Private Calendar to-day. 
Mr. STANTON. I submit that the motion to 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that it 
cannot take precedence of the special order. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I have moved to postpone the 
special order until Tuesday next. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The motion 
to postpone is debatable, and I propose to saya 
word upon it. I trust the gentleman from New 
Hampshire will not press his motion. I trust 
that he will permit this matter to come up and be 
disposed of at once. 
time. 

Mr. HUGHES. 

ress his motion. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I suppose it will consume the 
entire sitting of the House to-day. I think it is 
due to the private claimants of the Government 
that we should have one day in a fortnight for 
the consideration of private bills. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 believe I 
have the floor. The gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire understands perfectly well that this is not 
objection day. 


It will take but a short 


I trust the gentleman will 


It is a day upon which general 


order? | discussion is allowed; and no progress can be 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Illinois. As a member of || made in Committee of the Whole if we go there. 
I therefore hope the gentleman will not press his 


motion. 
der stands on the motion to commit, presented by 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Crawrorp,} 


upon which | intend to demand the previous ques- 


tion. 
Mr. BARR. I object to all debate. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
man can object as long as he pleases. 
order in speaking on the motion to postpone. 
Mr. STANTON. Is that motion debatable? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the motion to postpone is debatable. 


it, a special order cannot be postponed unless by 


unanimous consent. 
Mr. TAPPAN. 


order can be postponed by a majority vote. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands it. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


this bill. 
Mr, TAPPAN. 


on the motion to postpone. 


I will state further, that this special or- 


The gentle- 
Iam in 


Of course 


But, Mr. 


I understand that a special 


Well, sir, 
I hope the House will not consent to postpone 


I call the previous question 


E. 2173 


Mr. BARR. I object, unless the gentleman 

from Ilhnois yields the floor a ther. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I will 
| proceed. The gentleman from Georgia has moved 
| to recommit the bill to the Committee on Com- 
|; merce. Now, I will make this proposition to him: 
| if he will, and the House will, consent that this 
| bill may be recommitted, with leave to the com- 
| 
| 














mittee to reportat any time—if they will do that, 
I will consent to have the bill recommitted. 

Mr CLARK, of New York. That cannot be 
done without unanimous consent, and I will ob- 
ject. 

| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


arrangement ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I have no objection tothe 
Committee on Commerce having leave to report 
at any time, if the bill can be recommitted. If the 
bill is to be passed, | want it made as perfect as 
rossible. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on post- 
poning the special order: 

Mr. CURTIS. Iam opposed to that. I am 
satisfied that it will do no good to go into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 
This is not objection day. !f it would, | would 
be in favor of going into committee, and going on 
with the Private-Calendar; but it is evident that 
| we should accomplish nothing; and I hope, there- 
fore, that we shall go on and finish our action on 
this bill, and that on Tuesday next we shall take 
up the Pacific railroad question and dispose of 
that. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to give notice that 

as soon as this matter is disposed of, either by 
postponement or in any other way, | shall call 
up the Nebraska contested-election case. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Iliinois. There seems 
to be objection to the proposition | made—to com- 
mit, with leave to report atany time. ‘The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania says that if this bil 
is postponed, he will call up the Nebraska con- 
tested-election case. That will certainly take pre- 
cedence of the motion of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire. I hope, therefore, he will withdraw 
the motion to postpone. 

Mr. TAPPAN. If that case comes up, we will 
postpone that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of [linois. I hope there 
wili be no objection to the proposition to recom- 
mit, with leave to report at any time. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I hope there will 
be no objection. That is evidently the best course. 

Mr. CURTIS. 1 shall object to that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I de- 
mand the previous question on the motion to 
recommit. 

Mr. 'TAPPAN. The question is on the motion 
to postpone; and on that motion I demand the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. TAPPAN called for tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Brancn and 
Tappan were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 55, noes 68. 

Mr. BRANCH called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

So the House refused to postpone the special 
order. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
recommit the bill. 

Mr. WASHEIBURNE, of Illinois. Before de- 
manding the previous question on the motion to 
recommit, | 
the condition of this bill. I say, I propose to de- 
mand the previous question on the pending motion 
to recommit made by the gentleman from Georgia. 
This will bring the House first to vote upon the 

motion to recommit; that, I trust, will be voted 
down. Then the House will be brought to a vote 
upon the engrossment and third reading of the 
bill. I hope the friends of the bill will vote for 
the engrossment and third reading, and that it will 








Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- || be engrossed and read a third time. Then the 


man has not the floor for that purpose. 


Mr. CURTIS. Will the gentleman yield to 


me for a moment? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


Speaker, there is a question of order which I wish 
to present in this connection, As I understand 
Yes, sir; I 


previous _— will have exhausted itself. I 
propose, then, to move to reconsider the vote by 
| which it was engrossed; and if that motion shall 
| be carried, 1 will offer my substitute, which will 


will hear what the gentleman from Iowa has to ] include such amendments to the first section as 


' gay. 


| were adopted by the House when the bill was last 


esire to make a brief statement of 
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under consideration, together with a few amend- 
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man from Illinois answer me whether it is his 


ments which have*been deemed important to the || proposition to move the previous question so as to 


bill before the House; and I will state to the || preclude the consideration of those provisions of | 


House very briefly what those amendments are. 
Mr. NIBLACK. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois a question. The Committee on Com- 
merce have had before them a memorial of the 
toard of Trade of Evansville, in my State, asking 
for the appointment of a local board of inspectors 
at that en. That memorial was presented sev- 
eral weeks since. The gentleman from Illinois, 
as chairman of the Committee on Commerce, sub- 


mitted an adverse report upon the memorial; the || 


report stating, amongst other things, as a reason 
why they should not authorize the appointment 
of a board of inspectors at that 
hoard of inspectors was needed on the lower Ohio, 


below Lovisvule ; yet L understand that this bill | 


authorizes a local board of inspectors at Paducah, 
in the State of Kentucky. Now, I want to know 
why, if such a board was to be appointed on the 
lower Ohio, it could not have been made at Evans- 


" ville? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will give 


the gentleman from Indiana full credit for ably 


| 
| 


| 


roint, that no | 


representing his constituents. ‘The gentleman did 
present his memorial, and advocated it in an elo- 


quent speech before the Committee on Commerce. 


‘The subject of the memorial was presented to the | 
board of supervisory inspectors and to the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury; and both gave it as their | 


opinion that no local board of inspectors was 
necessary at Evansviile. 


The committee, there- | 


fore, determined not to put in the bill such a pro- | 


vision, 


Now, sir, I propose to state a few points which | 
I have incorporated into my substitute, which are 


not in the printed bill. 

Mr. NIBLACK. If the report contains a true 
statement of the wants of commerce on the lower 
Ohio river, | submit whether, if it is not neces- 
sary to have a local inspector at Evansville, it is 
necessary to have a local inspector at Paducah, 
in the State of Kentucky ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
son that Paducah is at the mouth of the Cumber- 
land river; and there is a large number of boats 
owned and built there, which makes it necessary 
to have a board of local inspectors there. 


For the rea- | 


Now, || 


the third section of the bill makes a very import- | 


ant amendment, to which | wish to call the atten- |) 

‘That is an amendment pro- | 
° o | 

viding against the carrying of hay on the decks 


tion of western men. 


of passenger steamboats, Gentlemen wiil recol- 
lect that there have been two steamboats burned 
within the last three months, from that very cause 
—a steamboat on the Ohio river, where several 
lives were lost; and another, some days ago— 
the A. D. Lacy—on the lower Mississippi, where 
thirty lives were lost. Both these boats caught 
fire from a bale of hay on their decks. The com- 


mittee have had many letters on the subject, and | 


consider it of the utmost importance to provide 
restrictions against carrying hay on the decks of 
passenger steamers. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 
apply to ferry-boats ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
ferry-boats. 

Mr. STANTON. 
rying of hay under such circumstances as the 
inspectors may permit? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No, sir; it 
prohibits the carrying of hay on decks of passen- 
ger steamers entrely. 

Mr. STANTON. But you permitit elsewhere 
under the direction of the supervisors. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois. No, sir; no 
permission to carry hay at all. ‘The next amend- 
ment is a modification of the ninth section in re- 
spect to the carrying of lights. 

Mr. HOARD. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man a question in regard to the seventh section. 

Mr. W ASHBURNE, of Illinois. The seventh 
section is amended by striking out the words * in 
addition to the fusible alloys now required by 


steamers;’’ so that it will read: 


Sec, 7. 2nd be it further enacted, That fusible plugs or 
rivets of pure tin shail be introduced into such parts of the 
boiler as are most liable to become over-heated when the 
water is allowed to fall too low in the boiler, the same to 
be of such dimensions, and inserted in such positions, as 
shall be prescribed by the inspectors. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. Will the gentle- 


Does that | 


We except | 


Does it authorize the car- | 





| steamer, embraced within the eleventh section of this act 


| the bill thet are applicable to ocean steamers? I 


desire to say that there was an understanding, 
/ to which the honorable gentleman from Illinois 
was a party, that this bill should be considered 
by sections; and | ask that that understanding be 
enforced. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
| the gentleman from New York knows very well 
what the understanding was. When this bill first 
came up, a proposition was made by the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Crawrorp] to commit 
| the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. That proposition was with- 


drawn on the understanding to which I referred | 
|| the other day. 


‘The House went on to consider 
the bill by sections. During its sittings it has 
only completed one section. ‘The gentleman from 
Georgia, seeing that that arrangement could not 
be carried out, moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Commerce. The understand- 
ing—if there was any understanding—was, that 
the bill should be taken up and considered at that 
time without a motion to commit, and without 
any dilatory motion whatever. That understand- 
ing of the House has been done away with, as 
the gentleman from Georgia, feeling that it could 
not be carried out, moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Commerce. I now intend to 

| move the previous question, 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. The understand- 
ing is in the following language of the gentleman 
himself, [Mr. Wasnsurne, of Illinois,] in the 
report of the proceedings of the House of 27th 
of March: 

** The understanding is, that the bill shall come up then for 
the purpose of being considered section by section, with- 

| out any motion to refer, and without any dilatory motion.”’ 

It came before the House the other day. The 

| first section was considered, and the remainder of 
the bill has not been considered. The motion of 
the gentleman from Georgia to recommit will get 

| rid of the agreement that the bill should be con- 
sidered section by section. 

Mr.WASHBURNE of Illinois. I ask the gen- 
tleman from New York if any friend of the bill 
has made any motion to commit? 

Mr. CLARK of New York. The gentleman 
from Georgia must judge for himself whether this 
motion to commit is in violation of the under- 
| standing. ButI claim thatit isright, in a bill of this 
| magnitude, that those sections applicable to ocean 
| steamers should be brought to the consideration 
of the House; and if they are brought to the notice 
of the House, 1 do not believe that any fair-minded 
man in the House will give them his support. 

Mr. WASHBURNE of Illinois. I think that 
| the matter of ocean-going steamers is pretty well 
| understood by the House. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Only one section 
of the bill has been discussed. There hes been 
no discussion of the other sections of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I shall de- 
mand the previous question, and it will be forthe 
majority of the House to decide what course it 
will take in regard to the matter. 
tions of bad faith on the gentleman from Georgia 
| and myself are repelled. 


| Mr. CLARK, of New York. It is a question 


| of order, however, whether we are not entitled to 
have this bill considered section by section, in 
| virtue of the agreement made. 
| Mr. HOARD. I desire to say a word to this 
House in regard to the seventh section. 
| probably, one of the most important provisions in 
_ the bill, with regard to the safety of passengers. 
| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Ifgentlemen have 
| nothing more to say now, | would like to submit 
a few words on this bill. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will go 
| through with these amendments, because the 





| substitute which I present, and the bill before the 


; , || House. On the ninth page the following words 
law upon high-pressure boilers of passenger ; 


| are struck out: 


“ Neither of which, in vessels haying two permanent 
| decks, shall be under the lower deck.” 


So as to make the provision less onerous. 
The thirteenth section, as amended, will be: 
Sec. 13. .4nd be it further enacted, That no senger 


in any ocean-going, foreign-built steamer, shall be permitt 


All imputa- | 


It is, | 
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to carry into or out of any port of the United States more 
than one person, exclusive of officers and crew, wo every 
thrée and one half tons of lawful tonnage measurement, y 
And I add further, that any offense against this 
provision shall be punished in the manner pre- 
scribed in the tenth and thirty-fifth sections of the 
act approved 30th August, 1852. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. 
section. \ 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


the whole of it. I will read it again: 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That no passenger 
steamer, embraced within the eleventh section of this 
act— 


Read the whole 


I have read 


That applies to ocean-going steamers— 
in any ocean-going, foreign-built steamer— 

That is put in so that there shall be no discrim- 
ination in favor of foreign-built steamers— 


shall be permitted to carry more than one person, exclusive 
of officers and crew, to every three and one half tons of 
lawful tonnage measurement. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. Is there any pro- 
vision in the law by which the masters of foreign 
steamers are compelled to make returns of the 
number of passengers, so that they can be pro- 
ceeded against for violations of the law? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. That is pro- 
vided for in existing laws. 

Section fifteen is amended so as to make the 
bill less onerous on steamboat owners in regard 
to the examination of the hulls. The original 
section requires at least two outside and two ceil- 
ing planks to be removed from each side of the 
vessel, the whole length thereof, in such places as 
they shall designate. The amendment provides 
that before the planks are removed they shal! be 
bored, in order to ascertain, by a preliminary ex- 
amination, whether they are so rotten as to re- 
quire them to be taken off; and if not, they shall 
not be removed. . If the preliminary examination 
shows that the planks are rotten, they can be 
taken off by the supervisors. 

The twenty-eighth section is stricken out. It 
is as follows: 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That this act shail 
not be construed to apply to vessels of other countries, nor 
to any crait employed exclusively in the internal commerce 
or trade of any single State, except when the same is em 
ployed upon waters which are navigable from the ocean by 
vessels registered, or enrolled and licensed, by the United 
States, or upon a lake or river Whose waters are navigable 
by vessels registered, or enrolled and licensed, as aforesaid, 
and form the boundary or wash the shores of two or more 
States or Territories, or of one or more States or Territo- 
ries and a foreign country. 

My substitute strikes that section out, and 
the twenty-ninth section is amended, so as to con- 
form to the amendments which have been made to 
the first section. I propose a modification to the 
amendment adopted by the House; and that isan 
exception, in the application of the law, for foreign- 
built steamers, so far as to carrying passengers, 
and adding, in regard to ferry-boats, &c., that they 
shall not be brought under the provisions of the 
law upon any lake or river whose waters wash 
the boundaries of any foreign State, I have made 
this alteration: 

Provided, further, That this section shall not be con- 
strued to apply to vessels of other countries, except as pro- 
vided in the thirteenth section of this act, which limits the 
number of passengers on ocean -going steamers coming into 
or going out of our ports, except where they are employed 
upon any lake or river which washes the boundaries of a 
fureign State. 

These are the amendments. 

Mr. STANTON. Whatis the motion pending? 

The SPEAKER. To recommit. 

Mr. STANTON. Is that debatable? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand that a motion 
to commit is not debatable to the extent indulged 
in by the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I understand 
that the proposition was to throw tlre debate open 
to both sides. 

Mr. STANTON. I must object to the floor 
being monopolized by the ountienden from Illi- 
nois. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I hope that the 
gentleman will yield to me a moment. ; 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. I will yield 
to the gentleman, provided he will renew the call 
for the previous question. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Iwill. I do not 
mean to detain the House with any exposition of 
the details of this bill. 

Mr. STANTON. Unless the debate is thrown 
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‘io ma > th ’ Z Sita i . : ; le Sane ‘ ‘rece is the proper body to 
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: reference to the details of the bill, and bearing || made after consultation with oes — Y ork | aj 5 saat itil Ree atime oe 
ih ; directly on the question of recommitment. It is || mercantile men, well known to the if ntle mans 1 “oe ee ee 8 Oe ee ae Ke 
Ks true that, with respect to boats engaged in the || and I understand that the alterations nave ma le }| three ot a oe - oS eta a 
~ ¥ interior coastwise trade of the United States, the || in the substitute will wee Poe concurrence |} oe m St is Pe leap glee 
~ b, ils of this bi ve bee refi : . || of the gentleman from New York. || section which refers t tments ssels. 
inal ; detalles e Pie 7 I will state furthe “th at the committee con- || Itis generally understood that air-tight and water- 

a . But, sir, we ought to have another object in view will state further, th: e com! t hel 7 
pel reeag i i d with experts in reference to this matter of || tight compartments in a vessel are a consider 5 
er BB when framing a measure like this. We ought to || sulted with experts in reference Lis mé ee ot) aot Somer cence ©. Seer a eee 

the 2 have a regard for the interests of the commerce lights, and we have agreed upon a system which || able a . ee oe ws Bub theac 
Sas Ey aa safety of the lives of passengers upon the || they say is the best that can possibly be adopted. | use has been adopted to 7 ou Xtent. e a ui 
ides & pen patrees: — inent A gentleman of this House, the gentleman from || compartments are not the perfection of safety. F 
3 great external oceans that ey pe ee 5 s iitak’ 2 at : icles mae nw yn of repeated instances of the loss 
| be ~ Mr. STANTON. I rise to a question of order. _ Bath or in Maine, ce _ ct = | we met eee Ne ete eee 
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, Mr. Wz ; : Da ae : hat I ed all the provisions of this bill: but, | clearly that water-tight compartments are not all oe 
tion to recommit, the widest latitude of discussion || that I approved @ P ; eee! | hat U*esseanery. end tack ebak netamanate a 
Ie is allowed on the contrary, that there are still — objec- | 1a . . ” a oth pepe aagesrerren 3 jee ee i 
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; for differing from him. If the Chair will refer to ¢ t Y dy i : aes Ce 
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ind ANE. Ib ith defer- || ahead and through twenty points of thecompass.”’ || boats, | sugges y. hat th : ee 
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es who look from the same peint of view which g to sea at all. p " deck wall taadan tha’ eaede’ a 
, ili ‘ ce 2 iis age upon the deck would render the vess ’ 
rs, occupy, and that to save the bill it ought to be re- || gentleman from Illinois rang hr gy ret a saraeantal celaagele : 
ey committed. I hope that the House will unani- |} clause requiring ey ight — Od Barge ASHBURNE. of illinois. Ifthe gen- ES 
‘h cena tnt tae eo gre vive . es ee arene Lema fore on each | tleman will refer to the fourteenth section of the 
de ay i = adalat ile ing dee tris honat the ete of the light from |} bill, he will see that it provides for life-boats for ‘ 
ide many of its details. side. g P Vie p ligt ’ ' : ; ae + 
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Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I must sta® in al! | to use anything else. I will also call the atten- 


frankness that it is my desire to see the objects 
of this billaccomplished, and that I desire to save 


| his bill requires lights to be placed on all ** flat- || 


the bill, and whatever course may be proposed in || 


regard to it, F willcordially give my assent to that 
which will accomplish the object I have in view. 
[ have before referred to suggestions of amend- 
ments made to me by my constituents at home; 


tion of the gentleman from Illinois to the fact that | 


. | 
boats, keel-boats, barges, rafts, and other river | 


|| craft, exceeding the burden of twenty tons.’’ This 


and if | do not now lay them before the House, I || 


would be guilty of an inexcusable, if not a cen- 


surable dereliction of duty. I propose, therefore, | 


to develop my information. I believe it to be 
continue to do my duty in that regard with a view 
constantly, however, to the favorable fate of the 
bill before us. 

Then, sir, in continuance of what I had to sub- 
mit in regard to life-boats, | wish further to say 


that the providing of a large number of life-boats | 


is not all the duty that devolves on Congress, if 
we are to have due regard to the safety of the 
lives of passengers who are commiteed to the 
dangers of the deep. We all know that, in mo- 
ments of peril, the greatest danger to be encoun- 
tered is that of panic. ‘Then sensible and cour- 
ageous men become wild with fright, and many, 
in pursuit of safety, fling themselves into the 
waters and perish. It is important that disci- 
pline should prevail, that all means of safety 
should be ready organized, so as to inspire with 


hope and to assure with confidence the affrighted | 
{t is necessary that he should not | 


passenger. 
only have the means of safety at hand, but that 
he should have directions how to avail himself of 
them, in terms so plain that they cannot be either 
forgotten or misundersteod. Discipline should 
be observed, the simplest methods of safety be 
adopted, and a multiplicity of methods in all cases 
be avoided. Therefore I think that, in this con- 
nection, instead of resorting to life-boats of the 
description proposed, we should resort toa method 
which has been already successfully employed on 
beard many of the English West India and East 
India steamers, and which has proved to be most 
efficient in the saving of lives. refer to the plan 
ofeonstructing wheel-houses in the shape of boats, 
If you do this, you avoid all the difficulty charged 
because of incuinbering the decks. Every one 


who has seen a steamer, either upon the ocean or | 


on our inland waters, will have perceived that 


the covering-house, which is used for closing in | 


the wheel, may be easily and profitably converted 
into a boat, if constructed for such a purpose. 
The dimensions of such a boat, it must be appar- 


ent, would be such that two of them, one over | 
each wheel, would be sufficient to contain and | 


save all the passengers of the largest-sized steamer. 
It is obvious that no extra space would be occu- 


pied by them, while the er ee of the appa- | 


ratus by which they are capable of being lautched 
insures speed and certainty of process. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. The Arctic 
wheel-house, as it was, saved passengers. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. How were 
the Central America’s passengers saved ? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, They were lost. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Yes; they 
were swamped by a miserable old hull. 

Mr. MORSE. If thegentleman from New York 


will permit me, I will direct his attention to that | 
provision of the twelfth section requiring all pas- | 


senger steamers to carry lumber for the constrac- 
tion of rafts, in sufficient quantities, to the satis- 
faction of the inspectors, to carry such of the 
passengers as cannot be taken in the life-boats. 
his is an arbitrary legal requirement, and does 
not leave the vessel at liberty to adopt any of the 
recent improved modes of constructing rafts for 
the safety of passengers. There is no discretion 
left the owners. They must freight from ten to 
twenty thousand feet of lumber back and forth 
on every voyage, to build these rafts of in case of 
accident; when, if left at liberty to adopt the mod- 
ern inflated boat-raft, made of rubber cloth, cov- 
ered inside and out with heavy canvas, and well 
strapped, but little space would be taken up. 
They could be suaeol' a couple of casks, and 
kept secure and always ready for use. 
ir. WASHBURNE, of Minos. There is a 
discretion left with the supervisors for the very 
purpose of adopting all these improvements for 
the use of vessels. 
Mr. MORSE. Ido notso read. The bill re- 
quires lumber for rafts, and gives no discretion 


is the first time | ever heard a raft called a craft || 


or vessel of any description, large or small. I 
do not know by what rule they ton a raft of logs, 
spars, or other lumber, on the western waters, 
whether it be by carpenter’s or custom-house 
measurement. We have plenty of rafts on our 


| eastern waters, but have, thus far, discovered no 
trustworthy and reliable, and therefore I shall | 





| 
| 
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method of tonning them. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is a very 
important provision, so far as regards western 
waters, that rafts should be compelled to carry 
lights and show them, so that they should not be 
run into by steamers. 

Mr. MORSE. I do not object to requiring 
lights on rafts running in navigable waters in the 
night, or when moored in channels frequented by 
steamers or vessels. 


that may be tonned. Putting such a thing in a 
bill-looks as though we did not know the differ- 
ence between a raft of logs and acraft with breadth 
of beam and depth of hold. It would certainly 
show great ignorance of the subject on our part. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to have an oppor- 
tunity of offering, as an amendment to this b 
proviso, that the provisions of this act, and of the 
several acts to which it is an addition, shall not 
be held and taken to apply to any of the craft 
navigating the waters of the river ‘Tennessee and 
its branches, above Muscleshoals. These streams 
are so narrow that the dangers and evils intended 
to be obviated do not apply to the vessels navi- 
gating them. The act of 1852 has been a source 


of great annoyance to the owners of small! boats | 
| that navigate these streams, and they have been | 
prosecuted in the Federal courts for notcomplying | 


with its provisions. 
Mr. COBB. 
see to include the Coosa river, in m 
Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly. 
jection. 
Mr. COBB. 
there. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 


district. 


If [ yield for the 


interest of one, I do not see how I can refuse to | 
yield for the interest of all the rivers in the district | 


of my friend from Alabama. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman is very kind. I 
never knew him to refuse me anything for my 
constituents. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. My interest for the 
gentleman and his constituents is as deep as their 
deepest waters run. aoa) 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman from New York 
ought to feel an interest in me, for I have sent a 
thousand copies of his speech to my constituents, 
and they think, out there, that he is a great man. 
Lenghter.) 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Perhaps the gen- 
tleman’s constituents are as much mistaken in 
thinking me a great man as they are if they think 
their Representative an ordinary one. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COBB. So long as I associate with the 
gentleman from New York lamsatisfied. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I will now pro- 
ceed with what little I have to say on the question 
before the House 

Mr. COBB. You are not against my amend- 
ment, of course. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Oh, no; I favor it. 
The objection raised by the gentleman from Maine 
{[Mr. Morse] to rafts being included in the pro- 
vision of the bill to which he referred, had also 
occurred to me, and the same suggestion was pre- 
sented to my mind that actuated his, namely: that 
rafts consisting of India rubber or hollow meta! 
might be used in preference to those to be con- 
structed of rough lumber, and this mainly for the 
very reason that I have before urged, and which 
is to be found in the necessity of readiness, prompt- 
ness, and accuracy. ¥ 

In regard to the wheel-houses, I had had it in my 
mind to offer, as an amendment to the appropri- 
ate section of the bill, when it came up for con- 
sideration, that all steamers shall have wheel- 
houses, from their guards up, built in the form of 
boats, suitably provided with davits and other 
apparatus for immediate 'aunching. 


| 
I ask the gentleman from Tennes- | 


I can wade over any of the rivers | 





—— 





My objection is that we, | 
| by this bill, if passed, call a raft a craft, or vessel || 


ill, a | 
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I have here a statement upon this subject, fro 
a naval officer, the substance of which f will om 
to the House. He’ informs me that two Englist 
steamers were lost by striking on sunken rocks: 
one on the coast of Spain and the other on the Yu. 
catan coast. Both were provided with compart- 
ments, which, in neither case, prevailed to the 
safety of the vessel; and it is probable that in both 
cases every life on board would have been lost had 
it not been that both vessels were furnished with 
wheel-houses constructed in the form of boats and 

repared for immediate launching. They were 
Solace in thirty seconds, with ease, accuracy 
and composure; and thus was every life saved, all 
of which had, in the opinion of the officers, other. 
wise been Jost. 

This statement needs no commentary. It js 
pregnant with a meaning which should enlighten 
our counsels. 

I have no doubt, sir, that the bill, should we 
have an opportunity to offer proper amendments 
can be perfected and be made efficacious to ac. 
complish the object that the House has in view. 


| It is evidently unexceptionable to those gentle- 


men who represent the interests that extend alone 
our western waters,and doubtless to many others, 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman’s 
allusion to the western waters reminds me that 
on looking over this bill, I find that it provides 
equitably for all the rivers in the Union except 
one, and that happens to bea good deal the largest 
river in the Union, and to have a longer stretch 


| of steamboat navigation probably than any other 


two rivers in the Union, if you except one. Itisa 
fact, that the absence of railroads in the neighbor- 
hood of that river makes it necessary to trans- 


| port an immense amount of property and an im- 
| mense number of passengers upon it. 


There is 
not provided in this bill one inspection district on 
that river with over three thousand miles of steam- 
boat navigation. A provision has been incorpo- 
rated into the bill that no one shall be required to 
go more than three hundred miles to an inspec- 


|| tion office, and by that provision we are Jeft with- 
have no ob- || 


out the benefits of this bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I would ask 
the gentleman if he made application before the 
Committee on Commerce to have a board of in- 
spectors there? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I did not know that 
new inspection districts were about to be estab- 
lished; and whilst I intend to do all I can to pass 
this bill at the proper time, I shall be obliged, 
under the circumstances, to vote for the recom- 
mittal, with a view of having the river on which 
I live provided for. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have nothing 
more to submit upon the merits of the bill, or upon 
the question of recommitment. The bill, I believe, 
is worthy of being saved, and ought not to be lost; 
and I will lend my assistance, feeble as it is, to 

revent this Jast result. I hope that the bill will 
e recommitted; and if there is any objection to 
giving the committee the power to report at any 
time, on Monday next we can suspend the rules 
by a two-thirds vote, so as to give it that power. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would ask 
the gentleman from New York in what essential 
particulars this bill differs from the ene of the last 
Congress which he supported in a very able 
speech of one hour’s length? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Ido not know that 
there have been any very material alterations. | 
must say frankly, in justice to the gentleman and 
to myself, that this bil! resembles very materially, 
if not entirely, that bill. I should, however, ex- 
cept a few particulars in which it has been amend- 
ed, and, I think, for the better. But I may say 
also, in justice to myself, that, since then, I have 
considered the bill under additional information 
received from gentlemen familiar with the subject, 
and who feel a deep and abiding interest in 1t. 
Therefore it is that I have submitted these views, 
with no intention to retard or impede the progress 
of the bill, but with the hope that we may be able 
to perfect it, and enact it into a law during this 
Congress. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As I have 
already stated, if the House will allow the com- 
mittee to report at any time, I have no objection 
to the recommittal of the bill. : 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I hope there will 
be no objection. Humanity requires that we 
sheuld perfect the bill and pass it. 


. 
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